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b7 gung * lad 


Looking town the 
Kingdom of . 


We Beloved i in our Lord, © 
WERE Hopes, that there is 
a Harveſt of Young Ones 

to Chriſt, for * 75 ie elds are 
Already White, when Chriſt ſhalt 
ae in this ſenſe the Dew. of his 
T Youth froze the Womb of the 
J Morning, and Toy Free- will Of. 
ferings to Him in that Day of his 
Power, This gives Encouragement 
A 23 


IT 


: — 


The Epiſtle to 


If this Ad dreſs fo jou, in > Con 
dence, there will be many of 'Tou 
Readers + It is Evident Young 
RE ==; are One Eminent Portion $ 
Ir» be Lord Jeſus his Love, and 
are; and ſo of the Goſpel Mini- 
fry, and of the Servants of God 
74 all Ager; God was aſſured of 
Abraham, be would Inſtruct hjs 
Children after Him in his Know- 
ledge, am Fear : | Moſes" took 
| 2 Care of "this," to leave, Monu- 
mente for Toung Kraclies growing 
2p; David the Faber gave Ex- 
deellent Principles to his Sor Solo- 
mon; and in 4 Holy Zeal, and 
Tode to Vong Men, cries out, 
Y Wperewithal ſhalba Young Man 
i 4 ny Cleatiſe his Way? As if he ſhould 
' ; 3 . * bat « Nie Engine Hall I 
e fo raise ihe Hearts of 1 
Men, to Bnoy them up from the 
| ert, The Reging Seat of Vanity, 


Lift, 


Young Readers. 
„and Wicledneſs 2. 1 ſold 
rejoice in ſuch a One, and I have © 
found it, even thy Word, to which. 
hey ſh wid owe give heed. So- 


ks. Mt 


4 Jomon in this Penitential Sermon 
F bi, after ſome Declinings, re- 
14 Wovering the Piety of his. Vouth in 
of || mh ich: 74 ſtiles 22 Eccleſiaſtes, x 
„ the Preacher, is much engaged > 
- it, as you will fee i in the Follaw- 


1 1 2 Jeſus Chriſt 7» 
e to the Riſing Hopes of Dung 
, Bleſſed early, even Infant 
ge Te Beloved Apoſtle, that > * 7 
2y in the Boſom of Chriſt, / 3 
write to you, Young Men, 12 3 
auſe you are ſtrong, Vgorous in 
ind, Body, full of Spirit, and 
zwacity ; and in all of them who 
e Chriſtians, the Word of God 
bideth ; and as Vigorons Perſc ons," 
e el e Chan ions of Chriſt overcome 
e W icked One, . though the 

" & 3-7 Strong. 
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1 ſooting this Sharp Arrow of Ciriſt 
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—, The Epiſtle to | 
Strong Man; Obadiab 


teared God 
from his Youth, that early Saint | 
of the Old Teſtament : Timothy 
of the New Teſtament, Knew G 
the Scriptures from a Child. | 
Chriſt remembers the Kindneſs of 
Youth, the Love of Firſt Eſpou- 
ſals, before farther Alienations | 
from him, and Proſlitutions to 
Sin, Satan, theWorld ; His Soul 
_ defires the Firſt Ripe Fruit. O6 
that all this might perſwade ; but 
1 eſpecially recommend the follow- © 
ing DireTions, prepar d for on, 
and Preached by that Excellent 
Maſter of Aſſembly, the Judicions  « 
and Learned Myr. Matthew Mead, 
the Touth's Choice, being the Laſt © / 
Sermon he ever Preached, and whe- 1 
ther he did not Animam in Vul- « 
niere Ponere; He did not draw 
du bis very Spirit, and Life in 1 


into 
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Young Readers. 


into Jour Hearts, that zou mi zht 85 


Fall under Chriſt: „ Oh — | 
You in the Aſcendency of Life, a- 
I = all Temptation, fle flee Tons. 
ſts, ſacrifice this Choice Part 
45 Life to God; take heed that 
arſe come not on you; Ton m 
have in your Flock this Male of 
Life, even Youth, Oh deſign not to 
Vow, to Sacrifice to Gad the Cor- 
rupt Thing of Old Age; Grown 


ald in Sin. The Brand of a De- 


ceiver is ſet on all ſuch, Know 
therefore in this your Day, the 
Lord hath made for you the Day 
of your Viſitation, the Accepted 
Day of Salvation, the Things of 
jour Peace; This is recommended 
to you in the following Inſtruct i- 
ons, under the Bleſſes of the E- 


WY ternal Father, through the Redemp- 


tion of the Eternal Son, by the 
mighty e of the Eternal Spi- 
A 4 rit,. 
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__ 


bY the One Eternal God, the 


= 


Ancient of Days, the Father of 


Lights, with whom is uo variati- 


tion of Age, nor ſhadow of Turn- 


ing to the Weſt of Days, to whom 


AW "Glory for. Euer. Amen. 
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T may not be amiſs to inform 
| thee , that this Piece thou haſt- 
nom in thy Hand may truly be cal- 
led Orphan, and therefore it can 
not be expected to come forth in 
ſuch a Curious Dreſs, as becomes 
the Child of ſuch a Parent, there 
being no poſſibility of - acceſs to his 
Wardrobe to adorn it + let not- 
IN withſtanding (I hope) there are 
many Witneſſes to its Birth, into 
whoſe Hands it may come , that 
may give ſufficient Teſtimony» of 
ite Legitimacy. It cannot be at 
L greſtioned,, but you who haue 

% often defired, and have with 
pleaſure beard its Voice, but wil |} 

Is AS ala. "| 
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To tne Reader. 
ao add this Requeſt to your 7 
wer, Let me fee. thy Face. It } 

nom with Samuel to Eli cries out, | 
Here am I, for thou didſt call 
me. Say not of it as the God of | 
Irae], as ſhall I put thee a- | 
mong the Children? But let this 
which was the Parents B:noni , 
be thy Benjamin; aud the rather, 

© becauſe, (ar the Reverend Mr. 

Mead ſar The 
*: Preface to Fur Publiſhing the La- 


2 : Difcourſes 


| of Worth „ Is of | 

"io . to promote 
our Communion with them in 
me Spirit, whom it may be we | 
never ſaw in the Fleſh ; and it 
z to be reckoned among our 
Mercies, when the Dead are 
made to ſpeak, that the Liv- 
> ** may be perſwaded to hear. 
9 the God 7 Heaven . 
. 


tt... 


To the Reader. N 
this Eſſay with his Blelſing, that 
its Publication may be attended 
with ſuch Succeſs, as was the Au- 
_ thor's Deſeen in its Preaching, _ 
and may ſt thou by this Small Trak 
be Enabled to have an Eye to that 
Reward which now he reaps as the 
end of ſo Liberal a Seed-time 
here, even Everlaſting Joy and 
Felicity in the World to come. 
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Eccleſ. xil. 1. „ now 5 
Creator in the Days of thy Tout 
while the Evil Days come not, 2 

the Tears draw nigh, in which thou 
8 Jay, 1 have 1 no eee it 
;W 4. 4 5 


T H E Two 8 Duties of che 
Chriſtian Life, are, to Ceaſe to 
do Evil, and to Learn to do Well; 
the dne! is Negative, _ Goglineſs;, the 
otheris' Poſitive; the latter ca 8 
ver be without the former. No! 

can he Good that doth not Ceaſe = 
be ** and iberefere bed Ex- 
V2 orts 


=_——_— 
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14. The Young Man's © 


horts to the former in the Laſt Verſe 
of the foregoing Chapter, and he 
brings it in with an Illative Particle, 
Put away Evil from thy Heſb. It 
referrs to the Ninth” Verſe; Know 
thou that for all theſe things God 
wall bring. thee to Judgment. Theſe 


things, that is, theſe youthful Luſte, 


theſe ſenſual Pleafures, which by a 
fharp Satyr he does reprove in the 
former part of the Verſe, Rejoyce, 
O young Man, in thy Youth, and 


- 


ter thy Heart Cheer | thee in the 


Days of thy Jouth, and Walk in the 
Ways of. thy own Heart, and in the 
Sight of thine Eyes. As if he ſhould. 


fay, it thou art reſolved upon thy 


Luſts, and bent to ſpend thy Touth- 
ful Days in thy ſenſual Delights, 
why then go on and take thy Courſe, 
but conſider where this will c ad, and 


what follows; there is a-Reckoning 


Day a coming, thy pleaſant Way 
will have a doleful End; though the 


Beginning may be Sweet, the Con- 


dAluſion will be Bitter; for thou muſt 
Die ere long, nor canſt oy fay 
3 | C5 
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whilſt:the Evil Days come not, nor 
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how. ſoon, and then thou mult an- 
ſwer to God for all thy ſinful Cour-- 
ſes, and ſenſual Vanities; for Know - 
that for all theſe things Gad will 
bring thee to Judgment, and there- 


tore Put away Evil from thy. Fleſh, 


And then he proceeds to Exhort 
to the: Poſitive Part of Godlineſs, 
and that in the Words of the Text, 
Remember now thy Creator in the 
Days of thy Youth. He tells you in 
the Laſt Words of the former Verſe, 
Childhood and Jouth are Vanity; and 
the Vanity of it appears in nothing 
more than in indulging - to Senſe 
and Fleſh ,- and forgetting - God; 
therefore theſe Words of the Text 
are the wiſe Man's Memento to 


young Ones, wherein he gives this 
ſeaſonable Counſel for the Cure of 


their Vanities, Remember noto : 


by. 
Creator in the Days. of thy. Lang 


— » 


the Years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 


ſay, I have no Pleaſure-in them. 
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: in which Words you have an Ex 
hortation to a very concerning Du- 
ty, and it is backed with a threefold 
Argument in the Six following Ver- 
fes. In the Duty exhorted to, y_ 
have Three Things. 


Firſt The AQ, Remember. 
Secondly, The Object to be Re- 

membred, Thy Creator. - 

- Thirdly, The Time when he muſt 

be Remembred , Now. Remember 

now thy Creator : But leſt you ſhould 


think that this ow takes in the whole 
Time of this Life, therefore he Ex- 


cludes the latter Part of Life, and 


Limits this zow to the former Part, 


Remember now thy Creator in ihe 
Days of thy Touth. . 


And then you have a Threefold 
Argument or Motive upon which the 
* is urged. 6 


Old Age, , with ts beide, 
Fafteaiag 5 
Py Approaching, And, 
Jadg- 


. ki Rug Ig aw SALINE % ARA k. 
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1 gment Enſuing. 


Firft, The Approaching of old 
Age, with the Infirmities that ac- 
company it; that we have in thoſe 
Words, IWhile the evil Days come © 
not, nor. the Tears draw nig h, when 
thou ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure 
in them; and what thele Days and 
Years are, he tells you in the vari- 
ous Allegories i in the following Ver- 
ſes, While the Sun, or the Light, or 
the Moon, or the Stars, be not Dur- 
ned, nor " zbe. Clouds Return. after: . 
Rang, in the Day when the Keepers 
the:Houſe hall Tremble, and the” 
— Men Boro themſelves, and the 
GrindersCeaſe , and they fail that 
Lok out at the Wr ndows, c. 


Secondly, You have an Argument 
from Death and Mortality approach- 
ing, Verſe 15. Man goeth to his 
Long Home. Verſe 7. Then ſhalt 
the Duſt return to he Earth as it 
was.- Then, when? When the Sun, 
my the Light, Cc. is Darkned, Fs 

e 


as the Body of every one Returns to 


18 The Young Max's 
the Keepers of the Houſe Tremble, 
when the ſtrong Men Bow them- 
ſelves, and the Grinders Ceaſe, then 


ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as 
it was. 


Thirdly, You have the judgment 
enſuing, Verſe 9. The Spirit ſhall 
return 10 God who gave it; it is the 
Soul that is here intended; which is 
frequently called a Spirit, becauſe. of 
its Spiritual and Immateryzal Nature; 


the Duſt, ſo does every Soul Return 
to God; not to God as a Chief 
Good, but to God as a Great judge; 
not to his Bliſsful Prefence, but to 
his jndicial Preſence. All Souls do 
not Return to Gd to Enjoy him, 
for that is the Portion but of a fe; 
but all Return to God to be Judged- 
by him, both Good and Bad, Saint 
and Sinner. So ſays the wiſe Man 
in the Third Chapter of this Book, 
Verſe 17. God fball judge the Righ- 
Teors and the Wicked; for there is 
4 Tine there for every Purpoſe ; and 
* EE |: T0 
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a Returning of the Soul to God, as 
ſets it before his aweful Tribunal, 
where it muſt be Sentenced to its 
Everlaſting. State, either to Enjoy 


God for Ever, or to be Everlaſt- 
iagly Shut out of his Preſence and 


Favour ; fo that theſe are the Ar- 
guments to Inforce the Duty in the 
Fexti Bn 


Old Age is Haſtening, | 


Death follows it. PA | 
And then comes the Judgment. 


In old A ge you will have no liſt 
to Remember God, in Death you 


cannot Remember God, and in judg- 


ment you muſt be called to an ac- 


count for not Remembring God, and 
therefore fince it is thus, Remem- 


ber now thy Creator in the Days. of 


thy Touth. I ſhall open the Words, 


and then apply them. 


Nemenmbrancer. 19 
far every Work, ſo that there is ſuch 


16 - Th Fray Aﬀes's 
Ai I will begin with che Act, 5 
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Renee? this is applied ſometimes 
to God; he is ſaid to Remember; 


God Remembred Noab, Gen. 8. 1. 
He Remembred Abrabam, Gen. 19, 


29. He Remembred - his Holy Co- 
venant, Luke 1. 72. But there i is, 
to ſpeak properly, no ſuch thing in 


God as. Remembring 3 5 for he that 


PD W 


can never rorgct, cannot de lad ww. . 


Remember. 


__- Batitis . applied! to 8 5 
and ſo to Remember! is either, 


| | Tveall co Mind fomethingPaſtc ;or, | 1 
To keep a thing in Mind for the 


Time to Come. 22 


Sometimes -i it is to call t to Mind | 


ſortthing paſt; thus it ĩs ſaid, that 


Peter Remembred the Words of Chri iſh 8 


Mat. 26. 75. and as it Impo 


keeping in Mind for the Time > 

come, ſo it is ſaid, Remember the Sab- 

bath Do to keep 1 i 95 Exod. 20. 8. 
5 "WM 
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8 0 K 


70 Wacatder⸗ is put here in a 
double Q polition. dS; 


1 


Firſt, It is oppoſed to a Forgetful | 


neſs of the Dury mentioned. And, 


Seconaly, It is oppoſed: to a light 


men of i it. Both which are 
in 
It is a Sin to forget God, na it 
8 4 Sin to have ſlight Thoughts of 
God; the Ac ſhould be ſome way 
anſwerable to the Obje&t; the Great 
God is thy Maker, and he ſhould 
not be put off with {lighty de 
Remember thy Creator. 

The manner in which the Duty 
is Inforced, is ſuch as dees import, 
that it ought. to be our chief: Buſi- 
neſs. God does not uſe in his Word 


to put his Memento's upon flight and | 
indifferent Matters, but upon ſuch 


ties as are Neceſſary, and of the 


greateſt Importance. As," 


N Jo. preſs us to Repentance, VN 
Remember from whenee : 


185 art Fallen, and repent, Ezek: 


16.. 61. Thou ſhalt Remember 2” 5 ; 


es and ve theo ot © 
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ter End, Eccleſ. 11. 8. Tf. a Man 
Live many Tears, and Rejoice in 

them all, yet let him Remember the 
_ Days of Darkneſs, for they ſhall be 


many. 


Thirdly, To preſs upon us the Du- 
ty of Sabbath Holineſs, Remember 
the Sabbath Day to Recep it Holy, 
Exod; 20. 8. | 3 


Fourthly,To keep in our Hearts the 
great Works of Providence, P/a/m 
105. 5. Remember the Marvellous 
Works that be hath done; and Mat. 
16. 9. ſays Chriſt; Remember the 
Froe-Loaves that ſed Fi ve Thouſand, 


2d bow many Baskets full he 100k up. 


Fifehhy, It is uſed to incite to a 
full and compleat Obedience, Num. 
15. 39. Remember all the Command- 


ments of the Lord to do them, 


| Sixthly, To ſtir us up to be mind- 
ful of himlelf, and therefore this De- 


Secondly, To mind us of our lat- | 
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y of all the reſt is charged both Ne- 
-atively and Poſitively. 1 
Negatively, Deut. 8. 1 1. Beware 
hat thou forget not the Lord thy God, 


| Poſitively, as in the Words of the 
- WTcxt, Remeniber nom thy Creator. 
But why doth God put a Memen- 
o upon? this Duty here? Why, there 
is a Fivefold Reaſon for it. 


e | 

2 Firſt, To Intimate to us the Op- 
s WW poſition of our corrupt Hearts to 
this great Duty; naturally Man can- 
not endure the Yoak of Obedience 
/ If to God. He is without God in. the 
„world; God is not in all his thoughts; 
therefore he calls us to Remember 
a bim. | 


. Secondly, The Sum of all Religion 
| lyes in the Obſervation of this one 
Command; there can be no ſuch 
ching as Religion where God is for- 
gotten. Jacob gave a ſevere Charge 
| 1 — 0 
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to his Sons concerning Benjamin, be- 
cauſe he lay neareſt his Heart; the 
Honor of God lyes neareſt bis Heart 
Wend thing; and no Man can Ho- 
nor him, that doth not Remember 
him; therefore he gives ſuch a ſtrid 
Charge about it. It is this that frames 
bur Spirits for all other Duties, and 
makes them fit for every good Work; 
Sin never preyails more upon our 
Hearts than when God is ſnut out of 
our Thoughts; the Children of / 
rael did Evil, and forgat the Lord, 
therefore Remember thy Creator. 
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Tura, it implies, that no Age is 


Po prone to forget God, as that of Id 
FTjy0aouth. Youthful Pleaſures and youth- Ws 
ful Luſts and Vanities, do frequently My 


5 turn the Heart away from God, there- Nic 
fore Solomon ſays, Childhood and Youth r 
are Vanity, in the Words before the WC 


Tre. It is Vanity, bob 
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It is Vanity in a Natural Reſpect, 
as being Frail and Mortal. Though * 
by this Courſe. of Nature , 7 
— may of the 15 LI wy bg 

reaſon of the Frallty 
I they may Die before the Nos | 
15 ¶ many Younger than you he ang 8 
nd Rotting in their Graves. 

k; ¶ haſt the Seeds of Death in thee, 
thou haſt Sin the Cauſe" of 
cleaving- to thee, and the Sent Semen 
lyes againſt thee; and therefore tho 
thou — view leaſe thy ſelf wick tds 
Thoughts of Living many Years, 
like the Fool in the Goſpel, yet'th 
mayeſt Die before do Movie: as 
did. Tos Fool, this Night fall t 
Soul" be 7 required of of this. And 

Youth is in a Natural Serffe, 
ſo it is in 2 Moral Senſe, for it 1 
1) Tainted and Defiled with Luft and 
be Corruption all over. Thou art : 

Child of Wrath from the Womb; 
Nunder a Damming Guilt. before ever 
+1 E Fr 
Wy the Offence of one Fudguent came 

Pe: Ren. 
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1 
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5:48. But alas! How much Gai 
faſt thou Contracted by thy Actual 
| Sin, thy Lying, thy Swearing, thy 

Drunkenneis, thy  Gluttony., thy 

1 i le and Bs thy Lewdneſs and 


thy ful Mirth and 
Levity, thy Stockkolnels and Vanity, 
thy raneſs and Obſtinacy ? 
104 55 the common Sins of Youth. 
And none that that Soul is 
ii ” forget God, where theſe 
its reign; therefore Renee ly | 
Gator. v 


e It is a "HE: of the 
11 5 3. not only from the 

Will of him that Commands it, but 
From the Reaſon of the Command 
tAEIE, which conſults Man's Good 
2s well as God's Glory; and it is not 

Equal, that we ſhould Remember 

| that God that never forgers us, and 
that we ſhould mind his Glory who 
is . mirdful of our Good? ; Beſides, 

- how Equal is. it, that God, ok is 
the Firſt Cauſe, the Chief Good, and 
* End, ſhould be firſt ow bet 

iy 6 of | 1 N 
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SS Ho é -m oi ro rn 
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_ Years, Ecele/. 11. 9. Re gice, O Yeung 
| 55M all 7 things, Gods 


-w 


— m — 


1 eee 2 
| beſt loved, and moſt Terved > And is 


it not Equal, that Time, being ſo 
rare a Jewel, fo great a Ber truſiment, 
ſo. rich a Talent, ſhould, be em- 
ployed for him who gave it; and 
who can either continue it, or cut ĩt 
ſhort, as we either lay it out upon 
God, or profuſely laviſh it upon 
our Luſts 2 Thees Lerenben thy 


© 


* | 1 Pep b * 5 055 The 


mento,  mipd us oi; that ſtrict Ag 
ge ve.mult ere long give to him 
Fime; Youth is to Ac- 
10 a fey , u h 2 
as 4 Ac: 3855 i ln 5 " 
W ns 
SOS 555 A Judgment Dy tor 
them, as well as for thoſe of ea 
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Man, in thy Touth, — 71 „ | 
o Fudgment. If we 4 43 


will Remember to puniſh the breach 


| ox it. * we forget our Obcdience 


; B*2 to 


1 
* 


ot 8 
Fs to —*—.— this Precept, God 
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to to God, he will not — to puniſh 
our Diſobedienee; and therefore God 
puts a Memento upon this Command, 
that fo we may be Awakened to our 
_—_ the Senſe of an Approach- | 
ing Judgment. Remember ee. 


But it is not barely an Aft of che 
Mind that is here called for; it is not 
enough meerly for you, to Remember 
or Think of God, for that is done in 
Hell; they al Remember God there; 
che Memory of the 3 then 
be more quick hd 


committed and eg by us, and 
we are apt to think God forgets them 
too, and that they ſhall never be re- 
membred more; they ſay, Tuſb, the 


\ Lord ſeeth us not, Ezek. 8. 12. "But 
mark what God fays,, P/alm. 50. 


ver. 21. Theſe things haſt 5 4 
(ſpeaking 10 their Sins e Th 

/ things baſt, tbon done, and 1 FEM 
E tence — 4 5 I wilt Reprove thee, 
and Jet them in. — before thine 


Eyes, 


ESI 
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Her. Every Sin ſhall be ſet in Or- 
der, and come into Remembrance, 


in that Day. Son, ſays Abraham to 


the Rich Man, Son, Remember , 

Exk. 16. 25. pointing him back to 
his Luſts. If Sinners could but for- 
get in Hell, it would be a Compa- 


native Happineſs. A Loſs though 


never ſo great, yet when it is for- 
gotten, the trouble of it ceaſes. It 


Would be an eaſe to Sinners in Hell, 


if they could never think of God 
more, and if they could taxe out the 
Remembrance of Chrift and the 
Goſpel out of theſt Minds, and for- 
get that ever they heard of a Re- 
deemer; to Remember what a God, 
what a Creator, what a Redeemer, 
what a Heaven, what a Happineſs they 
had tendeted to them, and therefore 


might have ſecuted, but would not; 


to Remember what Calls _T were 
once under, to Convert and Turn to 
God, and Cloſe with Chriſt and Live, 
O how will this wound and afflick 


In that Day? I had once the Means 
of Grace, I heard the Preacher often 


B3 - Cling 


— A l 3 | 


G Iing and Wooi me to 0 leave 1 my 
Lat and come e 1 have 

many times felt the Conviètions and 
Strivings of the Spirit in me, under 
the Word, to bring it about; and bag 
T had Wiſdom ta Con bs erh, and 4 


. 0 Ply. how 855 had 


I migh ave. n One, a- 


5 5 N 
len gte Fry 


2 r wanker 901 9; 


A mem . Tab 0 


pottinities, '0 how will. this Tot. 
ent! Fool that L 08, 'to-haye fi uch 
Price, put into, my Hands, to get 


| Wit as once I had, and yet to 


have no Heart to it. Wretch that I 
was, that I could find Time for eve- 


ty thing elſe, but no Time for Eter- 
nity, I had Timeto Eat, and Drink, | 
and. 9 1 and to. mind the Work 


of my 


alling , but no Time to 
Wark out my Salvation. I had 


Time 


= 1 
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Time for my. Mitth, and my Games, 
and my Sports, and Pleaſures, and - 
Youthful - Vanities, but I could 
find. no Time for God and my own- 


Saul. 


To aan pon 1 ale 
Terms they ke yen have Eſcaped 
Wrath and Miſery, . and have been: 
Happy. for ever, will not this wound 
and torment? I was not put upon 
what was Rr; Chriſt told” 
555 dien Ei okE Was Eaſie and bis 
i ght,. *hat his Commands 


= a ns; it vas but * 


hs my Luſts, and Cordially. ac- 


cæpting of Chrilt for my S0 | 
and Lord, and I had been Happy 
for ever; and how reaſonable was 
this? If he had bid me do ſome great 
Matter, ſhould I not have done it? 
How much more then when-he laid 
-upon me no. other Conditions but 
theſe, Believe and be Saved, Seek 
my Face and Live.“ Remember thy. 


' Creator now in the P. of thy . 


Youth. N 7 
e 


r = 2 * 
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O how bereft of Judgment was 
I, when I thought my ſelf roo Young 
for this Work, when I called God à 
Hard Maſter, and his Service Bonds 

and Bondage, when I Cenſured the 

Holy Ways of God as needleſs Pre- 

eiſeneſs, and caſt off his Holy Laws 
as too Severe and Strict? O Curſed 
Wretch that I was and am, not to 
de Perſwaded to Own and Imbrace 


4 


* 


To Remember what it was that 
they Choſe in lieu of Bleſſedneſs, and 
what they parted with Heaven and 
Glory for, this will Amaze and Con- 
found a few. Short- lived Pleaſures; 
and Catnal Delights, a little Senſual 
Satisfaction of the Fleſh, a few Plea- 
ſant Cups, or Sweet Morſels, a Heap 
of Gold, or a Puff of Honour; this 

is all I had for my Immortal Soul, 
and Eternal Salvation, and for a God 
who is the Chief Good, and in 
whoſe Favour is Life; fo that you 

| fee God is Remembred in Hell. 
Nay, let me ſay it, he is in ſome 

Sence 


ens rao DO OF HTO. 
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— 
Gence Remembred more there than 
he is here; for here the Mind is o 
Diſtracted, with divers Luſts and 
Senſual Vanities, that they divert 
the Thoughts from their Froper Ob- 
ject; but in Hell there is to 
flatter the Senſes, no Sto di- 
vert them; God {is perpetually Re- 
membred thete; not as a Duty, but 
as a Puniſhment; not as a Comfort, 
but as a Torment. And let me teli 
you, it will be. one of the greateſt 


27 


b 0 


Torments of Sinner in Heil, to Re- 
member what a God they have loft,.. 
what a Heaven they have miſſed, 
3 e Souls e have un- 


* 


e ke, bere i the 

isa v prehenſive Duty; 
1882 Place it takes in che What. 5 
ob Religion , it comprehends. the - 
Whole Duty of Man. Ny | 


„bee with che iff Goa 
Mate s include all the Ope-- | 
c Soul, 5 * 
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ofone bingle Att, and to denominate 
we hole of Religion, by ſome one 
Chief Part of it, which is a Princi- 
ple FProductive of all the reſt; ſome- 


times we are Commanded to love 


times to fear Cd, ſome- 
1 eek God, — Here in the 


emember God, and in any 
of theſe, all all 5 reſt are inclu- 


dd; 12 that thi is InjunCtion, to Re- 
| member thy Creator, points us to a 
fivefold, Duty, without which it is 
bog dee as ui. 
Fille, Ts Remerbring ini mplies 
and Tippoſts Knowledge; you can 
never Remember your E Chester, un- 
leſs you Know who is he; the Me. 
mory is the Store-Houſe of the Soul, 
n my Known Tftiths Fare Ffeafüred 
/Chiift Afays!'6f tue Scribe in- 
| euktel for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, that he brings out of s -Frea- 
fury Things New and Old; 1 0e 1 


e fx Prep: to 
25 5 


, 


f! 
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te Wl of tbe Trutb, 1 Tim: 2. 4. and:there- 

e fore the great Defign of the Devil 
i- is to blot out the Knowledge of God 
e- from the Mind; his Kingdom is a 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, and he rules 
e- in the Darkneſs of this World; for 
e ehe can lead the Blind which Way 
y he will; and therefore he that doth 
u- not know God, cannot remember 
e- him; and he cannot be rightly known 

a but in Jeſus Chriſt. If one had a 
is Knowledge of God as clear as that 
Jof the Angels, who never ſinned, 
yet he cannot be rightly known by 


in us but in Jeſus Chriſt; without the 
n. Knowledgesof Chriſt, we shall be 


e. miſerable with all. our Knowledge» 
. Though the Knowledge of Chriſt be 
d not imply neceſſary to the: Angels 
n. that never finned „, and therefore 
needed not a Mediator, yet it was 


5 neceſſary for us who are by Sin Ob- 
„ noxious to God's Wrath, and fo need 


to mityg and Redetmer, becauſe of un 
0 Slavery * A Refiner, becauſe ' of our * | 
ge Eilchine&; and a Mediator, becauſe t. 

1 | a N eur -— 


; Means 


can de no Right 


3 Ihe Joumg Alan's 
— —— 
our Diane that he may: bting« us 
to God; and therefore the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt is as neceſſary to Hap- 
— as the Knowledge of: God; 
both are Joined together as a needful 
of. Salvation. Ih is Life 
Eternal, to know Thee the only true 
_ God, and Feſus Chrift whom thou 
| hoſt ſent, Joh. 17. 3. If we do not 
mano God, we cannot know what 
il bur Duty to him; and if we do 
not know. Chriſt, we cannot know 
the way of Performing that Duty; 
' the more we come to underſtand the 
N uture of God, and the Offices of 


Chriſt, the more we ſhall know of 


our Duty, and how to do it. Fy ory 

| 0 

bur in and by Cheiſt, He 3s the Tree 

2 _ that lightens cuery Man 19 1 
3 r the-Worid. fo Joh. 1. 9 


very — that partakes of this Li 15 
Auth it 1 Natural Light 


. from Chriſt, and Spiritual. Light 
much more. No Manbath ſeen God 


an time; the only Begotten- * 


3 Boſom. of an : 
= at 


EPI | 1 1 
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hath Declared-. him, John 1. 18. 


And therefore this Remembring thy 
Creator, includes in it the Saving 


Knowledge * God i in Chriſt, 
Secondly. This Remanidiricg. i in- 


cludes. Faith; he cannot be faid to- 


Remember God, ho doth not De- 
pend upon God, and Truſt in him; 
— David Expreſſethꝛ his Faith 


in God, by | Remembring--of him 
5 — 20. 7. So me truſt in Chariots , 


and ſome in Horſes, but we will re- 
member the Name of the Lord our 
God; that is, we will truſt in his. 


Name: others truſt in Creatures, 


but we will truſt in the Creator; 


others rely en an Arm of Fleſh, but 


we will rely upon the Name of the 
Lord; then God is Remembred: 
aright, when the Remembrance of 
him is ied with Faith and 
Trufting, Faith in God, is the Yi 


| ons eopornoy'y pe 


ks fit of You, Fabse 
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there be no right Conception 
Nature of God; His Omniſcience, 
His Holinefszänd Juſtice, there can 


They. belles not 22 Wondrous 


Works but when he flew them, 


then they. ſought him, and they re- 
membred that God was their Rock, 
and the High God their Redeemer; 
that i is, then they believed. So . t, 
= 8. The Deſire our. Sone ig 10 
Name, and to the Remembrance 
0 * that is, to keep up the Glo- 
ry of thy Name, by Atting Faith 


and Confidence? quit ah Weeds and | 


Promiſees. 
: AW 1 8 W ; 


| _ Thirdhy This an im- 


8 ales Repentance; Forgetfulneſs and 


Impenitence always go together; 
Repentance is à Calling Sin to Re- 
membrance, with a Dae Sence of 


te Evil of it, and Sorrow for it, as 


it is done ugainſt God; and how can 


this be- where God is forgotten? If 
Sof the 


be no Repentance for Sinning againſt 


him. They are frequent -Remem- 


A Wh feln Viems of God that 


Work 


DRE YT OE OY EONS UP WL 
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work t to Repentance and Seeder | 

ring So it did in Fob, Chap. 40. 5, 6. 
Mine Eye ſeeth Thee; therefore I 
4 0 If, and Spins eh 
and Aſhes. 


The Clearer — 2 
Soul hath of God, the Deeper will 
its Humiliation for Sin be. When 
Peter remembred the words of Chriſt 
then he went out and Wept-bitterly. 
Tillwe Remember and Conſider God 
in the Purity of his- Holigeſs, the 
| of his Juſtice, the Tender- 
neſs of his Mercy, the Inevitable- 
; ness of his Wrat th, we ein never 
- truly Repent of Sin. * 
f naxgrrot 259% 2f bog en01597 5 10 
8 1 * This'Romwndeing: of - 
n God carries Love in t > Though 
fan Object be every Way Amiable, 
e and made up of Delights, yet it can 
never be let into the Affections, ſo 
long a8 dd ls Hut Gut ofthe Thoughts; 
n onathe other ow can re 
With amm plra Bret Rrmbfnhted; When - 
. God's 


n Es | 3 >. 


Domain — 
5 Brin us, as to be Loved 
by us; and 8 
eur Thonghts, n 


The Higheſt Act ol Honout the 80 
Creature can do to God, is v0 truſt I he 
him, and love him. Thoſe that Di- A 
ſtinguiſh the Order of the Angels, lig 
place the Seraphims above the Che- 
— becauſe they have a more 
ardent Love, as well as! a- more 
clearer” Light; a Remembrance ef 
God, without a luitable reſpett, vel 
neither be Profitable” nor 
for when any other Object P 
5 our. Affections, God is {ſoon forſaken 
and then a Man Remem- 
| bers God aright, When is Afletcti- 
ons are main e 72 his 425 
hons. © | 
8 it e Sin, 1 Man =: 
pot: the tight Note of Sing unleſs 
be frel the Weigl of it, — toath 
. 3 Jo Remember 74 


0 \ 
_ ——_ ——— 
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own on or Ways, — and aal Loath 
your Selves for your * Ezek. 
36. 31. 


Ot as it wich the Word of God, 
no Man remembers the Word aright, 
if he do not Believe it, and Love it. 
So no one can have right Appre- ' 
henfions of God, who has not choice 
Affection to him, and his chief De: . 
light in him. e 


Lock vrhat that! is which we tow | 
and we always think of that 
; what a Man LO On of | 

his Chief God; and his Chief G 
is his Treaſure; "20d where the Trea- 
ure 1 e's the Heart: will * Cn 


1 1 


What + we I! we e Delight to 
think upon; as what we Hate, we 


2 0) Yo OD Y 
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run, Deut. 32.15. He forgat God 
which made him, and light! eficemed 
the Rock of his Salvation. He lightly 
eltcemed him, and therefore ſoon 
forges him. If 


+ 1-6 


ſoo Forget. So it is faid of Jeſbu- : 


* 


c 


5 It Drag Mar's i 


" Tf one that is but a common Ac. 
anten with you be Abſent, you 
on forget him; out of ight our of 
Mind; — 2 boſom Friend, a deat 
Friend, e that 18. a8 4, Mans 
own Soul,” you cannot forget ſuch a 
Kin 115 5 will remember Rim, When 
18 cannot ſee; him, A and makes 

bim reſent, {when he is Abſent; 
ny, he lives in the Ming, When 
perhaps he lyes dead in the Grave; 
therefore. I Pray mind chat Precept 
of our Lord: as Matth. 22 725 $7 
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iis nor f. Ria 0 "Th tate 25 
God with all t by "Heart, and with 
all thy Soul, bat with all thy Mind; 

we Love him with the Heart and 
Soul, when we Devote our ſelves to 
him; and; wre Love him with our 
Mind, when we have him daily in 
our Thoughts and emembranee 
the Defire of our Souls is to thy 
Name, and to the Remembrance of 
2251 Ia. 26. 8. 

A Fin), 
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5 Fifthly,. This Remembting, of him 
mplies Obedience, Obedience to his 
in, the Will of God is the Rule 
1 5 Obedience. and his Will is made 
Sowa in is Word.“ ag I Hg 
4 big digeRed. into Affe To #1 
0 Wn ice, Hence is t U 

5 el of; David. to“ his Sa Sn, 
NN "thoy the God of thy Father, 
en T70 erve him. 40! 


. 


worth, 
Pay 
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ou 
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* 


of Vo Da 
q | kene Sell belt A. 
nd idote is deges 
to Love; and the more HE is e 
ut Nhe more readily he will be obeyed; 4 
in N weak Conception, and a fruitleſs 
Remembrance of God, Glorifies him 
by ho more, than 2 Famer does the 
of Perſon n whoſe FOR he d * ; 


> 29 tos ood mw en me 
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"The Glory of God confiſts not in 
the lifeleſs Notions of him, but in 
active Conformity to him; à Natu- 
ral Man may have Pieaſure in 
knowing the 1 4 God; A 
but he cares not for knowing 
Ways of God: 700 21. 14. 
Ay, ie Deſire. not the. les 
ledge of x thy ways. He would own 
him in his Mercy and - Goodnek, 
but he hath no regard to his Precept 
Ge is ſuitable to our Wants, but 
e the 95 
2 2 goth op take tot 
the Heart, 1 Obedi- 


| Leg) 98 5 lindneſs and 
8 au her 
Se out Notions of it may, be. 


Thoſe Geatiles which ate oy to 

| know Gad, Rom. 1, 24. they are ſaid, 

ver.28. not to key God Gods The Sons 

of Eli could not but know the Lord, 

having, h 4 good Father, and v4 
ing the Lord's Priefts: But 

cauſe they were Looſe and Vic in 


their 


3 
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a cir Carriage and Behaviour, there- 
ore they are ſaid not to know the 
ord, 1 Sam. 2.1 2. As there can be no 
bedience where God is not known; 
0 that "Knowledge of God ſtands 
or nothing which is bot fruitful 3 in” 
JeC dISNCE. * 


Its 2 Blefſed thing &- to Know. 
od, and ſo to Remember bim; 28 
ot to forget his Precepts! It is Mo> 
es his. Counſeb to that People, and 
it & mine to you; Betoare that thou 
forget rot the Lord thy God, Deut. 


Ur Ws. 11. How is that? The next Words 
t 10 ell you, in not keeping has Com- 
edi · e ; that ettipg of 
and God. Diſabedience zb ell da Por 5 


getting God; orgat God their 
Lig 9 21. And we 
are fad to forget his Words, when 
we do not Remember his Command 
ments to do zern, Palm Te 


ons and thar whi here in the 

2d, I called Renem ils thy Creator, 4s 
Chap. 1 2. Ver. 13. expreſſed by Fear- 
ng God, and Keeping hi — 
nente; 


46. The Lag Man 
mente; Which is Bb" to be the 
Male Duty of Man. 


fe Amborityſef God; be cal 
olf, and we make not his Word the 
Rule of our Lives, he is a$.muct 
forgotten as if he were utterly {hu 
out of our thoughts; therefore ſays 
David, Pſal. 119.55, 1 have remen. 
bred. ti en hen 
r Fa e *{ wid 29 15076 0. 
Thas you be Jidys. — 5 this Re 
75 5 "y gr Kurie in it 
n. : 


Ih, af 6 

Re 155 et God. 

Miu — rv oma 0 | 

" Obedience to the. «Wit wi p 
0 0 2 "1 rz 72 2077 n. 

ben I Knax an God, Þ as toi 

de | Beli ve in God, 

J 28 bo er inning again 

gy and Repent, Þ as 


oo exp 
your. Love to Wa ve 80 1 
„Ten. * 
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theſhſo as to conform to his Will, and 
Weep his Commandments, then is this 
Duty done as it ought, and you there- 
in anſwer the Call in the fa Re- 
number why Creator. 


And that brings 1 me e to he 


Second thing, The Obe to be 
emembred, % Creator : Remember 
thy Saen n the Hebrew Text 
it 75 Re member thy Ceatoro, in the 
plural Number; fo it is uſed fre- 
quently, Gen. I. 1. Gods Created: » | 
Heaven and the Earth; ſo 1/a. 54 
Thy Makers. is thy Husband, in ks. 
Plural; ſo Job 35. 10. ee * | 
where i is nmel \ 8 
A ad, its being thus: Plurally e ex- 
pte led, it is For bmphaticals, for 
it points us to Father, Son, and Spi- 
ont; all the Three made Man; chey 
nt were our Makes. : x wal 
A words 1803 008d t wy 
1 Father mate Man, — 6. 2 
d aid, I will Wire 7 
ahn have ea ed. 
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ERS 


| ven and Earth. 


will give you to underſtand this) | 


Works of the Trinity, ad extra, to- 
_ wands the Creatures, ate undivided. 
All the Three, Father, 
ſate in Counſel to make 


Perſbns are Three, yet 


. 


The Son made Man, re 16. 5 
* were all things Geared in Hes 


1 


The Holy Spirit ads 8 2 
33. 4. The Spirit of God bath mad: 
me, and the Breath of -the — 
hath given me f Life. 5 


There 36.2 great Truth ( which 


les wwe. ff. RU vwe; Ac A we twat an © & 


Ay, there is a great Truth in that 
Maxim amongſt Divines, That the 


zand Spirt 
Let 
us make Man in bur Lnagr, in the 
Plural Number, Gen, 1. 22. And it 
is very obſervable, that though our 
Makers here are exprefſed Plurally, 
the Imoge is put᷑ in the Singular 

; Lor us! make Man in our 
Imeg e; not in our Images, but in 
our Image; to note, that though the 


„ . dos em; ö 422 - 


ine is 
Ein have but one Na- 
ute, 


ak. 


W 


B Sh 2 
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ture, oC ſo are but one God; there 
fore it is ſaid, Mal. 2. 13. Have we 
not all one Father ? Hath not ore G 
Created us? Father, Son, and Spirit, 
and yet but one God; and ſhall we 
not Remember him that made us? 
Remember thy Creator. It is a Term 
that gives a Claim; God is thy Crea- 
tor,and that gives him a Right to thee. 
All Souls are mine; as the Soul of the 
Father, of alſo the Soul of the Son is 
mine, Ezek. 18. 415 Soul, that 
is, the Perſon, a Part bein put for 
the Whole frequeiuly in cripture. 
Let every Soul be Subj y to the High- 
er Powers. All Terug are mine, 
whether Father or Son, whether Old 
or Young,..L am their Creator, I am 
their. Common Father; and this gives 
Goda juſt Right to thy Soul, to thy 
Body, -to thy whole Perſon, to-thy 
Lite, to thy Strength, to thy Talents, 
to all thou Art, and all thou Haſt, and 
to all thou canſt Do; far he is fy 
Creator. He doth not ſay here, Re 
member thy God, but Remember t 5 
. Crater. God is 1 every one's 5 | 


we have loſt him by The Fan; that 
Relation is cut off by Sin, till. Grace 
reſtore it: But though he be not e- 
very one's God, yet he is every one's 
Creator; fallen Creatures are his 
Creatures ſtill as much as ever, and 
therefore thy Remembring him as thy 
Creator, is that that btings thee to 
Claim him as thy God: Thou oweſt 
thy Time, thy whole Time, to him; 
for thou art Created every Day by 
him; for Preſervation is a-continual 
Creation. Thou oweſt thy ſelf and 
Service to this Creator. As thou art 
what thou art by his Power and Good: 
neſs, ſo thou oughteſt to live to his 
Glory. He made thee after his own 
Image; and as thou art hereby more 
capable, ſo thou art Bip obliged to 
Remember him, and Honour him. 
Thirdly, Here i is the limitation of 
the Time; when he muſt be Remem- 
bred, that is now: Remember now 
thy Creator; which now is ſometimes 
uſed in 4 more Extended denſe, and 
ſometimes in 2 more Reltranel 
Senſe. PLN 


Fih, 


— — — 
Remembrancer.. ME 


Firſt, Ina more Extended Senſe, ir 
is taken for the preſent Life, all the 
Time a Man lives in this World ; and 
then it is oppoſed to Death. Death is 
no time to Remember God in; ſo 
ſays the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 6. 5. Is 
Death there is no Remembrance of 
thee, in the Grave who ſhall grove thee 
Thanks? It is the ſame with that of 


the Wiſe Man, Eccle/. 9. 10. There 
# no Work, nor Device, nor Know- 


ledge, nor Wiſdom i in the Grave whi- 


ther thou goeſt; that is, when Death 


comes it cuts off all our oppor- 
tunities. 4 


- There | is no Work i in the Grave, 
that is no place of Buſineſs; there is 
none can be done by us, and there- 
fore there is none required of us: 


And «there? is no Work, bo there 
is no Device; as there is nothing to 
be done to procute Salvation, ſo 


there is no Devifing any way to eſ⸗ 


cape Damnation; you cannot lye and 
think there: He returns to his Earth, 
c „ 1 


"The Young Man's = 


is Th very * His rboughts perth, 
Pfal. 1 46. 4. 


| Nori is there any Knowledge has 

either of Good or Evil, For the Dead 
now mot any thing, Eccleſ. 9. 5. And 
if there be no Work, nor Device, 
nor Knowledge, there can be no 
Wiſdom... Wildom is profitable to 
Direct, but there is none of this in 
* A 


Wiſdom lyes in Chuſing a Riche 
End, and Purſuing it by Due Means; 
but there i is none of this 1 in the Grave. 


- Wiſdom lyes in finding and imbra- 
cing the Chief Good; but there is 


none of this Wiſdom i in the Grave. 


When Death comes it puts an end 
to all your Opportunities: In Scrip- 


ture Gpportimity is often called a 


Door, 1 Cor. . 

'T a pened to Me. 12 2. 12. 4 
d to me of the Lord. When 
God. ds and makes way for the 
Sockel. and inlarges the Hearts of 


whe Mini- 


9 bo ao 
++ fe. 
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 Remembrancer. 53. 
„ Miniſters to Preach the Gof pel, and o- 

pens the Hearts of People to Receive 
e the Goſpel, then a Door is opened: 
© Bl Now if Death ſhuts this Door, it puts 
an end to all our Opportunities, And. 
is there not a time coming when this 
Ooor, chis open Door, will be ſhut > 
Pray Read, 13. 24, 25. Strive 

to Enter in at the ſtrait Gate, for ma- 
12 Wl ny well ſeek to Enter in and ſhall not 
be able; tohen once the Maſter of-the 
Houſe is riſen up, and bath ſhut to 
the Door, and ye begin to ſtand with- - 
ont the Door, and knock, ſaying, Lord, 
Lord, open 10 ; be anſwer and 
ſay to you, I know you not whence you 
are; the Maſter of the Houſe is riſen. 
up, and the Door of Opportunity is 
ſhut. © So Matt. 25. 10, it is ſaid of 


4 I the Fooliſh Virgins, While they went 
„ „ O, the  Bridegroom comes, 
„ and they that were ready went in with 
„ n, and the Door was ſhut ;, a ſad 

4 word. GEES -- "IIS 
* || Now you Read in Scripture of ſe- 
i- 


vera! Doors which will all be ſhut in 
Ig C 3 that 


* 


mn wh. 
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that Day; there is the Door of Gol: 
pel Grace, Rev. 3. 18. I have ſet 

before you an open Door, and no Man 
can ſhut it; but when Death e comes 
that will ſhur 3 it. 


There! is a Door of Faithy 4775 14. 
27. He opened « Door of Faith — 
the Gentiles; that is, he brought 

them to Believe i in Chriſt but when 
Death comes our of With 1 


be ſhut. ' 6 | 


\ Thereis is a Dovr of wa: ſe 2. 
15. Twillgivet the Valle of A- 
chor for a Door of Hope; but when 
Death comes, this Door ſhall be ſhut 
for them that never enter d into the 
Good Land, the Heavenly Canaan in 
this Life, "Whoſe oſe Hope ſhall be cut off, 
and whoſe Taft Pall ve a 19 2 $ 
Web, Job 8. 14. 
l — K od = . 
There is the the of the Heart, 
5 5 God ſtands and knocks; Rev. 
20. Behold I and at the Door and 


bot: Age; mw Brethren, on Is 
is 


P ” 
- * 
. . 
ons , wan 


embrancer. 55 
this Day knocking at the Door of 


* . 


the Hearts of you Young Ones: He 


is now knocking by his Word, and 
what does he ſay? Remember nom thy 
Creator. F any Man bear my Voice, 
and open the Door," I will come in o 
him, and Sup with him, and he with 
me; that is, I will give him the Sz- 
ving Influences of my Spirit; he ſhall 
haye Communion with me in Grace 
here, and Glory hereafter, Q how 


ſhould you Young Ones beg now that 


God: would Put in his Hand hy the 
bole of the Door, that you may open to 
him! Open ye Gates,ſtandopen ye ever- 


laſting Doors, thai the King of Glory © 
may come in, P/al. 24. 7. Rowl a3 


way the Stone, thoſe Sins and Luſts 
that keep Chriſt out of the Heart; 
and do it now, leſt God give you up 


to the Hardneſs of your Heart, and- 2] 


then when Death comes, you Periſn 
m your Sins. OL A SONY 19 


A gain, there is a Perſonal Door in 


Scripture} that is, the Lord Chriſt ; 


Ia the Door; by me if any Man en- 
Beige Ga tler 


this Door ſtands open rea 


bath a Heart 
to Day? Po it whilſt it may be done, 


$6 ' The Joung Man's - | 
ter in, be ſhall be ſaved, Joh. 10. 9. 


Now never did God ſer open ſuch a 


Door of Hope, ſuch a Door of Grace, 
ſuch a Door of Salvation, as this is; 
bn whom we have Boldn 5 and Acceſs 
with Confidence to God by the Faith 
of him, Ephef. 3. 2 We have bold- 
xeſs to enter into the Holieſt, — 
Blood of Feſus, Heb. 10. 9. 

to let you 


ps Chrift calls you th 
"ane he bah prontffed he wil 
you out, John 6. 3 2. Iz 
— — — 
to enter in at this Doot 


before it is too late; for 4 
comes, this Dbor will be ſhut to: If 
we ſtand out now, there can be no 


entring in then, you muſt be ſhut out 


for ever. The Door of the Goſpel will 


be ſhut, the Door of Faith, the Doo 


of Hope, the Door of the Heart, the 
Door of Chriſt's Blood and Rig hte= 


diuſneſs will be ſnut; and — the 
tt Door of God's Bowels andMercy will 
E- : by * All theſe * will be ſnut 


againſt 


Day to 


— 
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Rewembrancer, 1 
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a —ainſt thee in that Day; therefore 
then there can be no ntring, for 
Death will put an end toall thy Op- 
portunities , therefore Remember 
now thy Creator, that is, now in the 
time of this Life; for Noto is the Ac- 
cepted. Time, now is the Day, of Sal- 
vation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. And thus much 
for the Extended Senſe of this NOW. 

in the Text. N 


Secondly, eier this Now 
is uſed in a more Reſtrained Sence, 
not only for the preſent Life, but for 
the Time of this t Life: 


* t is uſed in the Text; therefore 


it is not {aid only, " Remember - 
pi Creator; that 85 oy Sue 
in this Life . | 
thy Touth, in the early part of thy 
Lite; and ſo now is oppoſed to here» - 
after; and this makes the Work of 
Coſing with God in Chriſt to be a 


preſent .. to be done 


4 B06 ber him noto in 


the Man ow the 1 hrs The Life of 
| m the 


Womb to the Grave, 
* con- 


- 
1 * of 
. 


ing but in our Imperfect 


— 


* 
— 
. * 
* 
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conſiſts of Three Stages; Infancy, 


Youth; and Old Age; and the Duty 
here is not affixed to the firſt, for In- 
fancy is too ſoon to know God, when 
we cannot know our Salves: Nor is 


it affixed to the latter, for Old Age 


is too late to ſerve God, when we 
cannot ſerve our Selves: But it 
is affixed to Youth; this is the only 
time to know both our Selves and 
God, and our Loſt Condition with- 
out bim, and our. Happineſs by. an 
Intereſt in him; therefore Remember 
not thy Creator, now, in the Days 
of thy. Touth. Indeed Youth is the 
only time of Life for this. In In- 
fancy we are too Young to live, be- 
eck Begianings, 
in Age we are too Old to Live, be- 


ing in our Droapings.and Decliniags, 


Tue Life of Man is a Life of Res. 
Haz nom Children are too Young to 


underſtand, and Old Men are twice 


-Childrenz, and therefore the Days of 
thy. Youth are the only Days of thy 
Lite to. Remember thy Creator . 


— 


OD 
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the Days of thy Touth. And ſo I. 


Child, ys another; Pray for a Child - 


— * * Re 0 ; br p 7. 233 59 a 
Remember now thy Creator, now, in 


9 — am 1 


mould come no to the Concluſion 
I thought to ſpeak. to; but I paſs that 
by for the, preſent, and come from 
Explication to the Application, but 
in two Uſes, * 1 55 ; 


The firſt ſhall be of Reproof to all 
ſuch as forget God now in their 
Youth : O what a Commen Sin is 
this, eſpecially amongſt Young Ones! 

A Sin (I think) that nevenwas ſo com- 
mon as now; it is a Complaint eve- - 
rywhere, that the Loutꝶ of the Nation 
is generally Corrupted and Debauch- 
ed; and it may appear by the Bills yon 
put up full of Complaints of their 
States: Pray for an Undutiful Child 
that deſpiſes his Parents Counſel, fays -- 
one; Pray for a Sabbath- breaking 


— _ 


. 
y 


— 
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that Diſhonours God by Cur ſing, and 
Swearing, and Lying, ſays a third; 
and ſo many more: And truly Fa- 
rents may very much thank them- 
ſelves for this. It very much pro- 


* — K 
* 
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coeds from want of Good Govern: 
ment, by timely Inſtruct ion and Cor- 
rection; and the want of this at home, 
rogether with Evil Examples abroad, 
hath ſo leavened the Youth' of this 
Day, and ſtained them with ſuch vi- 
cious TinEtures, that God rs not in 
all their Thoughts. Nay, they can- 
not endure the Name of God, unleſs 
it be to Curſe ot Swear by it: Andi s 1 
t this for 2a Lamentation? It is ſuh | 
| 


Sin; as dul you be perſwaded 
frioullgo Lonſider of it 3 would 
be aſhamed of for i it is the moſt un- 
Feaſonable thibg in the World to for- 
"of Got : "It is ſach a Sin, as if 
d would yep you to lay it to 
oy eart, jon would th Adel bf it. 
how God Diſputed the Caſe with 
Trae! , Jer: 2. 2. What Iniquity haue 
4 7 ound in me, 7 ze 
ave gone fr from me, and 
Iſter Va pot 1 
nirher ſay they „ where is the Lo? 
As if God hd ſay, tell me what 
Mye you againſt me? What Evil have 


Ldone? As Chriſt” my May Good 
Works 


* —_ — 2-2 4 + 
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1- W Works have I done, for which of tbem 
'- do you Stone me? What have you to 
„ I lay to my Charge? Have I been 4 
5 Barren Wilderneſs, or a Laxd of 
s WW Darkneſs? If fo, you have ſome oc- 
- WW caſion to Revolt and Forget me, but 
1 if not, why fay ye, We will come #0 
more at thee © her. 2.31. 


ls O what a ſhame is it that any one 
is ſhould forget God, that never-did 
þ him hurt, but good, all the Days of 
d bis Life? Pray Conſider that firſt 
d Queſtion in your Catechiſm, Who 


'- WW mad? you? You once were not, and 


that which once was not, could not 
if make it ſelf , as Nothing has no Ex- 
o i iftence, ſo it can have no Operation: 
t. Nothing cannot be a Creator to eve- 
hb I ry one of you. You derive your Be- 
e | ings from God, It it he that made as, 
J and not we our ſelves, Plalm 100. 3. 
5 
it 
e 
4 


therefore you are called the Offsprang 
of God,. AQs 17. 28. 1n him we live, 
Drin. Now what a ſhame is it 
Mer, Now: is made by God 
mou d forget his Maker? God com- 


-move,. andhave our Being, for we are 


plains | 
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Plains of this, I/e. 51. 13. They forgat 
the Lord thetr Maker, and ſhould he 
be forgotten that gave us our Being? 


Honour thy. Father and thy Mo. 
ther, it isa Law written in Nature, 
they deſerve the higheſt Reſpect and 
Reverence, becauſe they were the In- 
ſtruments of our Being. Now God 
is much more the Author of our Be- 
ing than he that Begat us, or than 
fhe that Brought us forth: Thou art 
he, ſays Davrd, that took me out of the 
Womb, thou art my God from my Mo- 
rher's Belly, Parents are but the Se- 
cond Cauſes of our Being; God is. 
the Firſt Cauſe, and all Second Cau- 
fes depend upon the Firſt, in their 
Being and Operation; therefore Man 
is nothing in our Production, if com- 
pared with God; and ſhall this God 

de forgotten, and ſinned againſt? 

He calls. Heaven and Earth to wit⸗ 

"neſs againſt ſuch Rebels, J, 1. 2. 

"Hear, O. Heaven, and give Ear; O0 
Earth, for the Lord hath ſail, I haue 
" nouriſhed and brought up * 


63 
and they bave rebelled againſt me. 
Heaven and Earth will cry out againſt 
you, if he that made us be not remem- 


bred and owned by us. 


"Secondly, Confider what a Price 
God has put into your Hands for the 
good of your Souls. He hath not 

only made you, but he hath made 
S-afons of Grace for you : Seaſons 


for the getting the Knowledge of 
God in Chriſt : Seaſons for getting 


an Intereſt in Chriſt : He has given 
you his Sabbaths, his Word, his Or- 
dinances, a Powerful Means and Mi- 
niſtry: Nay, many Young Ones have 
felt fomewhat. of the Power of theſe 
things; God has been at Work with 
them betimes, their Hearts have been 
touched, the Spirit of God hath 
wronght in them ſome Convittions 
of Sin, and of their loſt rndone State. 


O what a Price has God put into your 


Hands; and how can you anſwer the 


neglect of it? What ſays Solomon ? 
Prov. 17. 16. Wherefore it there a 
Price put into the Hand of a Fool to 


. 68 
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get Wiſdom, ſeeing be hath no heart 
10 it le that hath a Price put into 
his Hands to get Wiſdom, and hath 
no Deſire in his Heart to it, that Man 
is a Fool: God ſays ſo, He 3s 4 Fool, 
And as he is ſo now in the Judgment 
of others, ſo he will be ſo one Day in 
his own. It will be a Sword in his 
Heart to conſider, I might have had 


God for my God, but I forgat him, IÞt 


I might have had an Intereſt in the 


dleſſed Redeemer, but I neglected it. 


I might have been Saved, but I let 
ſlip all theſe Opportunities that God 
p= into my Hands. I have now wo- 


ully deſtroyed a Precious Soul by my 


Impenitent e e e * 
Luſts, againſt the Calls and Counſels 


It is an awakening Paſſage, Eccle/. 
8. 6. Becauſe to every Purpoſe there 
i Time and Judgment, therefore the 
- Meſery of Man is Great upon hin. 
"Therefore; Wherefore 2 Why, be- 
'caufe he hath not Judgment to diſ- 
cern the fivteſt Opportunity for eve- 

© EM | 'y 
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va Renventbrancer. Ei 
ry Purpoſe. Many Young Ones, 0 
how do they purpoſe that they will 
ſeek God hereafter ? How do they 


— 
was © 


One parpoſes a New Life, and a 
Better Courſe ; and God has given 
ery one of you time for this, 
but they want Wiſdom to know 
the Time; and ſo the pt 21th 
[te miſerable for ever; Becawe 


„% every Purpoſe 
ery. Man 3s great. 


der it. Young Ones, how w 


il your 


None, then you will ſee your Folly: At 
bs Larter End he ſpall be @ Fool. He 
2s a Fool at firſt, 
at laſt; at his Latter End he ſhall 


.. Poavinced of his Folly. 
„ Pom forget God, and flight Religion, 
nd indulge to your Luſts; let me tell 
1 


= 


purpoſe. to mind their Salvation? 


- Tt: * 
.. there Ane 


ther the Ali. 
ee the Ile 


itlefs Repentance begin? When 
Four Opportunities are paſt and 


but he ſhall ſee it 


on, you are a Judgment to the Na- 
% tion, 
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tion, a Judgment and a Plague to the 

Land; Thave formerly ſaid it to you, 
and I fay it again, the Youth'of a Na. 
tion are always'a great Good or x 
great Miſchief to the Nation; they 
are either the Hope or the Plague of 
the Land. When Young Ones are de. 
rious, and mind God and cheir Souk, 
when the Word of God is Precious to 
them, to Awaken and Gonvert them, 
to Seafon their Hearts with Wiſdom, 


to Know and Remember God, to Seeł 


after Chriſt, to Honour Religion, by 


a Sober and Holy Converſation; ſuch 
a- Race of Youth are 4 Bleſſing in 
of God 


any Age, they are a Bleſſing 
to a Land. 1 2 18. 1 £ 


” * 6 
. 


But when'the Touth of a Nation 


caſt off Religion, caſt off all Duty to 


God and Man, and all Sobriety and 


Vertue, and grow Proud, Profligate, 
Profane, tainted with all manner of 
Wickedneſs, even to Atheiſmm it ſelf, 
What ſhall we ſay then? Then IL ſay, 
this is a ſad ſign of ſome judgment of 
God coming upon the Land; and 

ü In- 
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indeed we have many Young 
Ones in this Day, ſuch Monſters 
in Wickedneſs as hath not been 
known in any Age; ſuch Young 
Swearers that can ſcarce ſpeak plain; 
Young Sabbaths-breakers, Young 
Blaſphemers , Young Atheiſts ; ne- 
ver #ny Age produced the like; and 
for accompanying with Harlots, and 
all manner of Uncleanneſs, that is 


become a Faſhion * Therefore I tell 5 | 


you, and I tell you from the Word 
of the Lord; and 1 beg you would 
Conſider it; there is ſome fore Judg- 


ment of God near at hand; I tell 


the truth, it is near, and haſtens great- 
ly; a of Trouble and Diſtrefs 
a Day of Waſting and Defolation:; 
therefore, my Brethren,” I ſpeak it 
with an Aking Heart, Exgland' is 
now big with ſuch:a Brood as will 
Eat out our Bowels; the Children 
will Deſtroy the Mother; therefore 
Pray hearken to a word of Exhorta- 
tion, and not from me, but from 
the Lord; it is the Exhortation = | 


68 The Toung Man's 
the Text, O Remember your Creaty 
now in the Days of your Nuth! Nom, 
if ever; now, or never; now, in the 
Days of your Touth. As ever you 
would have Good Times, as ever you 
would have God own this Nation, a 
ever you would have the Goſpel con- 
tinued in themidſt of you, © dat 
ber your Creator!  _ 


Eft, Remember how he Created 
you in his own:Image; every one of 
re ee 
every one; thou oral Image 
of God is blotted out the Fall, that 
Image that conſiſted in Righteouſneſs 

and Holineſs, that is loſt; yet there 
isa Natural 


wtaral Image of God which is 
ſeated in the IntelleQive and EleQve 


Powers of the Soul; and this every 
one of you hath; this Image every 
one brings into the World with him; 
it cannot be loſt; it ſhall be carried 


to Heaven and Life, and to Hell too: 


It will be the Comfort of Saints in 
Heaven, and the Torment of Sin- 
ners in Hell, to lye there with this 
Image 


= AST 5 


2 


— 85 — 69 


Image e of God; There Their their Mind, 
erſtanding, Memory, to. Confi- 
er and Remember how they Sinned 
n (Mazainft this God in their Lives. Now 
why, has God ſtamped every one with 
his Image, but to make him capable 
of Knowing God, and Chuſing God, 
and Lovi God, and Cloſing with 
Cod, and firing God, and. Serv- 
ing God, and Injoying Communion 
with God? This is the End why. he 
put his Natural Image into every 
Soul. otherwiſe Man might have 
erved God as Brute Creatures do; 


but he could never have known bim, 
_ have had Communion with 

: Now ſhall we bear this Image 
000 and ſhall we get Ahaur to 
to know the Lord? - 


Secondly, Remember him ſo as to 
make it the Chief Buſineſs of your 
Lives to ſeek him, and to Seck him 
while be may be found. It is the 
Counſel of the Holy Ghoſt, Seek the 
Lond snhiele the may be found. When 
an wb you, Prov. % 
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2 is nothing 
ſecured as that. Is not the Life more 


70 The Young Mer . 


They that ſee] Tee me e ly ſhall Cel me, 
Now he ſeeks God early. that makes 
it his firſt Work; = fays our 


Lord, Seek firft the Kingdom o on 


and the Rr s there 

all theſe things 2 7 be added to 12 

Mat. 6. 33. Seek the Kingdom of 

God as E — End, and his Righteouſ- 

neſs as the Means ; for Grace is the 
Holineſs to Happi- 


is no Heaven to be had; but with it 
comes both Heaven and Earth too; 
for Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of 
both Lives, both that which is now, 
and that which is to come : But this 
Kingdom muſt be firſt ſought ; Fit 


ſeek the Kingdom of God; firſt, be- 
fore every thing; * — above an] 


thing elle. 


Our Intereſt in God i is loſt 1 by the 
Fall; it may be recovered; and there 
ſo uſeful to be ſo 


than Meat. and the 1 Nui 
ment e Chriſt: b Hie 
6a- 


8 KI Wh 


t and 
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2 even more than Earth? Is not God 
better than che World, and Spiritu- 
al Bleſſings better than T emporal 2 
0 therefore, let not the Lean Kine 
nd ph ad the Fat, nor the things of the 
„World fhut God and Chriſt out of 
our Hearts and Thoughts. The Spi- 
ritual Bleffings are the beſt, [there 
the Pre God promiſes them firſt. He 
uill give Grace and 9 Pill 84. 
11. There be Spiritual Bleſſings; 
bit and he will withhold no good thing 
from them that walk wprightly ; 
there follow Temporals. 804 ſuits 
his Mercies to our Neceſſity ; there- 
+: WI fore he gives » on if any we | 
his | 
| ed molt. 


This ſhould. direct our LIN 
and teach. us what to Beg, and what 
to Seek. Seek God in the firſt 
place, God in Chriſt; and if Spiri- 
tual Mercies be ſecured, Tempor 
Mercies, ſo far as is for Jour good 
alk never he denied; 

let it be your Wk 0 
God before ng 


118317 t more | 


| ie levy ne add ths, 8 
RNemember him mu 


72 The Town Man 
all: But be ſure to ſeek him in 
more than all; for he is all in 

Chriſt, or I tell you, you will never 
find him, nor find acceptance with 
him. Since the Fall, God is not to 
to be found, but only by a Medis 
tor; He that finds me, faith Chriſt, 


finderb Life, and fhall obtain favour 


of the Lord, Prov. 8. 33: 


O get 
all things, Young Ones, 
Intereſt in Chriſt, a hearty | 


an 


loling 


_ with Chriſt, a "Saving Faith in 
Chriſt; this is the right way of 


Remembring your Creator. Remem- 


ber him ſo as to Obey him, and 
| te to him; that is the Sence of 


Me's' Counſel, 1 Per. 4. 


oc fg, as to & faithful Creator, 
mult be in well-doing. He hath 
ifed Eternal Life to them who 
ſeek kim by Patient 3 
wellen, Rom. 2. 7. And there- 
as you muſt 


an Intereſt in Chriſt; of 


your Souls to him in 
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8 im to the Laſt: Pray take 
=o and I will have done: 


you 
muſt remember God firſt, ſo you 


muſt remember him to the laſt: Lou 
muſt begin with God, and you muſt 


end with him: 0 take heed of be- 


ginning in the. . and Fe 


in * 


K 


* Read in the as of Mar: 


thew.,. that the Labourers came. to 
Work in the Vineyard at very * 
rent Hours: Some came Early 

the Morning, ſome at the Third 
Hour, ſome at the Sixth; ſome at 
the Ninth Hour, and ſome at the 
Eleventhi: Some came in Earlier , 
and ſome\ Later; they id. ay all 


come in the Morning. „but 


they all tarried till the FOR 
they all Laboured till the Evening, 


It is the Wiſe: Man's. Cann. 
and. O that God would help you to 
take it! Iz. the Morning Sow, thy 
Seed, and in the Evening bold 3 


back * ne Hand, Eccleſ. 11. 6 
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- © with him firſt, ſo we are to hold 


. _ 


74 De Your Man's 
My Brethren, 'God muſt have the 
'Duty of the whole Day of your 
Life: Chriſt ſays ſo, I muſt work 
the Work of him that ſent me while 
it it Day. Chriſt never ſpent one 
Hour of his Day Idly. The Lord 
Pitry Young Ones; How do they 
Idle away their Time? God muſt 
have the Duty of the whole Day; 
For as we are here in the Text cal- 
led to feek Early, fo we are com- 
-marided to ſeek him * continually, 
1 Chron. 28. 7. God is Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
ug; therefore, as we are to begin 


nnn 


on with him to the laſt : For he thut 
indures to the end. ſball be ſaved: 
Be thou faithful to the Death, ant 
IT will give thee a Crown of Life 
Rev. 2. 10. 04-485 - 491 


Now I might urge this Daß 
upon you, which is ſo great by m 
ny Arguments 7 = 
From what God is to us; 0 
Croator. "IR | 
| >. Fr on 
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From the Command laid upon 
thee to Remember him as ſuch. 
From what he deſerves of us; Fr 
of bim, and through bim, and to bim, 
are all things; therefore Glory 
frould be ta him for ever, Rom.11.32. 


Zut I ſhall urge but this one Mo- 
tive, and I have done. The Preſent 
Time is only thine; thou haſt a great 
Work to do, a God to remember, 
a Chriſt to ſcek, Sin to kill, Grace 
to get, a Heaven to mind, a Hell to 
avoid, a Soul to ſave, a ſtrict Da 
of judgment to paſs through; 
what work have we to do! And all 
the Time we have to do it in is 
but Now: The Preſent Seaſon is on- 
ly thine, thy Days are here limited, 
and bounded in the Text to a Pre- 
ſent now; Now in the Days of thy 
Touth, What Fools. are Young, Ones 
now to ſay, By the Grace of God 
| intend to Repent hereafter, and T 
will ſeek after God hereafter. I am 
too Young aow , when God fays, 
a Re. 
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1 th Creator noto in. the 


Days of thy J 


© You! kittle think how: * Death 
may come; it doth not always give 
warning; "what warning had the 


Rich Man? Ton Fool, * Night 
ſhall thy Soul be requi Fed of thee; 
when he crys out, I have Goods laid 
. for many Tears, What warning 
had Jobs Children, that were all 
taken away in an Hour? O Siry? 
Death hath ſeveral Paſlages to 
your ſtrong Holds that you 


| ny find out: He doth not 


y long Siege to all: There is no 
laying to Death when it comes, 


there 1 is one Older than I, take him; 
there is one was Gray when I was 


but a Child, let him go firſt, No 
Sirs, you muſt know that Sin hath 
Arad the Courſe of Nature; the 
Son Dies before the Father, and the 
Dau Suter before the Grand- Mother. 


A ny therefore, the Preſent Time 


1s only yours; yeſterday can never 


be 


wana mm rr e cm . 
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* 


de! — and to morrow may ne- x 
ver be enjoyed : The Preſent Time 


is only yours. Young Ones Die as 


well as the Old: Bloſſoms are liable 


to Nipping in the Spring, as well as 
full Grown Fruit toRotting in Au 
tumn. Thou that art Young and 
Strong; thou art not ſure of another 
Fear, no, nor of another Day: O 
therefore, who would* hazard his 
precious Soul upon ſuch, uncertain- 
ties ! Opportunity ended returns no. 
more: There is hope of a Tree if it 


be cut down, (ſaith 7 ; Jl that it- 


will —— again; but = 
don,” andriſeth not till the | 
be no more. N 


Sirs, Pray remember we have 
but one Arrow of Life to hit the 
Mark with, and if we ſhoot at Ran- 
dom, we loſe all; therefore we had: 
need be ood Archers. O what will 
you'do, * 


your work be finiſhed, if your Para- 
dice be laid no before the Tree 


of 


Femenihr ancer. a. 


oung Ones, what will you. 
do, if your Day be ended before 
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7 The Tony Mars, 5 
of Life be planted in t therefore 


— 


that you would be perſwaded to 
hearken to God here in the Text, 
To Remember thy Creator now in the 
Days of thy. Touth, while the Evil 
Days come not,” nor the Days drau 
nigh, wherein thou ſoalt Jay F Have 
10 e in them! 
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THE 


Beſt Choice. 


Il. DISCOURSE 


— 


Eccleſ. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 

Das of thy Touth, while the Evil Days come 

rdf, nor. the Tears draw nigh, in which thou 
— ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them. 


ace are two great Concerrs- 
1 which lye upon all our Hands, 
which ought to be ſeriouſly thought 
of by us, and duly attended; the 
] one is, 4 Miſe Improving this pro- 
L EN nm Life; and the other is, A care- 
Jul providing for a better; two 


Things which none can be too Dilli- 


ent about; and he that is truly 


aithful in one, will in ſome Mea- 
ST D4 ſure. 
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- ſire be Conſcious i in both: And both | _ 
theſe are pointed at in the Text. 5 
For he that in the Days of is ook . 
Remembers his Creator 
does at once rightly mptoy the pre- 
ſent Life, and wiſely provide for 
that to come, and 10 unites in his [ 
Practice thoſe Duties that God hath 
Joined _—_ in the Precept, Re- 
member —_— 
4 aby Youth, '&e- . . | 


— _ __— K» 


In 3 — ou have the 


Call and Command of God to a ve. 
ry Important wird 3 wherein wemay b 
obſerve, . f 

Firſt, The a0 6b i &f, 10 
Remember. mp c 
6 


| * Secondly; The Objeft to be Re. 
JH 8 : af . 0 


Tbiraly, The Seaſon Abet thi 

Du uty is to be put in Practice, now. 

But leaſt you ſhould think that this 

now takes in _ whole time m- 
re- 


— & 


SANSA . . . 9 a Gees. 


. — 5 


Preſent Life, therefore he "ET ex- 


clude the latter Fart of Life and 
limits this now to the former 
Remember tt 
Days of Tou 


did the laſt Year, er of jou | 
on, 


may remember, upon this 3 0 


peak f from theſe Words. I then 


only opened them to you, and ſhewed 
the Corn prehenſive / 
without making any( Obſervation fi om 
them. I told you, that this _remem- 


bring our Creator Points to a Five 


fold. Jury. r RS 


gen.) | 4 2 


"Firſt, To's 4 6h che E . 


; and he cannot be rightly 2 
but 1 in and by Chriſt; 5 theſe both are 
joined together as 


Eternal, 1 W th 5 LY 


the 15 
Means to Sitlyation,” "THis we 


God, and Teſs . 
toy 982 fee ny we ou nor” . 
1 70 Kno-]. What is u 

1 apa if we do not. kügw. . 
Chr ale i not e K HOW. che 

75 Way, | 
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Baton oy. in The 


Sence of them, 
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the Trath, and the, Li e: And there 
fore: the right Remerbring 

Creator includes in it a rg 


Knowledge of God in Chriſt, 


Lag ac 42 This Remembring in- 
dudes believing ; we cannot be fail 
Io remember God in the Sence of 
the Text, if we do not depend up- 

- on. him, and truſt in him; there 
85 Dewi expreſſes his Faith in 
by remembring of him. P/al. 

285 7. Some truſt in Chariots, and 
ſome in Horſes, but we will remen- 
ber the Name of the Lord our God : 
That is, others truſt in Creatures, 
| but our truſt ſhall be in God. 


Thirdy, Remembring implies 
Repenting Forgetfulneſs and Im- 
| 2 alwa * together; Sin. 

is called ripture, a For- 


getting Gad, and Repentance is a 
calling Sin to remembrance, with a 
true Sence of the Evil of it, and 
Sorrow for it, 1 agplnſe Got, 


EFF ˙ dt Das * a th. 


1 embrancer. 831 
and therefore where God is torgot 
re- ten, and out ofour Remembrance, 
ur there can be no Repentance. 


Faurthly, Nemembring our Crea - 
tor carries in it Love and Reſpect. 
in- Though an Object be every way A- 4 
id miable, and made up of Delights 1 
of yet it can never be remembred with 51 
p- pleafure,. when it hath go room in | 
in our. Reſpect. God's Deſign and . 


in End in requiring to be remembred 1 
2 y us, 1s, that he may be loved by | = 
nd us; and his beſpeaking a Place in x 
N. our Thoughts, is, that he may have 1 
1. Room in our Hearts. The higheſt Y 
es. Acc of Honour the Creature can do 1 
to God, is to truſt him, and love 1 
0 


bim. A Remembrance of God, 
jez without ſuitable ReſpeCt, cannot 
n- | anſwer the Call in the Text, be- 
in. cauſe it is but paſſant and tranſcient: 
„For when any other Obje& poſſeſſeth 
a | our Affection, God is ſoon forgot- 
4 ten and forſaken. . What we love, 
we love. to think on, as what we 
| flight,. we ſoon forget. * 1 | 


ons. 


— — 2 . A. » 
— — — 8 


* 
* 


—— 4. — ng rea——m—_— 


Ti "The Dung Mam 7» 


faid of Jeſhurwn, be forgat God that || td 
made him, and lightly eficemed the an 
Rock of his Salvation. . bo 


Fifrbly, This Remembring of God || u 
in cludes obedience to his Wil). O- 8 
bedience is nothing elſe but Know- I 
ledge, digeſted into Aflection and I NI 

b 
1 


Alon. Hence is that Counſel of 
David to his Son. Solomon, Know 
boi the God of thy Fathers, and 
ſervs him wb d feel bear, and 
willing mind. as there can be no 
Obedience, here God 1s not known, 
ſo that Knowledge r God ſtands 
for nothing, that is not fruitful in 
Obedience? Mark that Counſel of 
Moſes, Deut. 8. 11. Beware that 
thou forget not the Lord thy God : 
How is that? The next Words tell 
you, in not keeping his Cummunl. 
ments, Diſobedience isa fote etting 
God; 0 that which in ul ext is 
called a Remains athr, 
is in the laſt 0 this Book, 
aer. 13. expr edring God, 
end Keeping bis Commanduents. - : 


Ea teeth ing... 


the 


OO ws 


Ws. 
the Authority of God t de caſt off, 
and we make not his Word the Rule 
of our Lives, he is as much forgot- 
ten in a Scripture Sence, as if he were 
utterly ſtiut out of our Thoughts: 

So ſays David, Ihave remembred 10 
Name, 0 Lord, and have kept . 

Word. So that you ſee this Narben 
bring is a very, Compreheabive 


Term, 


Then the ene to 1 Rene 
bred was opened to you, (hy Crea- 
tors) for in the Or. inal it is in the 
Plural Number; and ſoit points to 
Father, Son, and Spirit. It is not 
ſaid; \Retnember thy God, but, Re- 
member th Creattr God is not eVe-- 
ry one's G4 , but he is every one's 


Creator; fallen Creators, they be 
his Creatures ſtill, as much as ever; 


and this Remembring , him as thy | | 


Creator is that that gives thee a 
Claim to ng as thy God. 


And then in the laſt place open- 
ed to you the Seaſon of this Duty, 
ROW 
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Tow ; not ot a intending any time 
of Life, but now in the Days of thy 
Youth. I inſiſted largely upon theſe 
things, in the openißg of them to 
you, and cs. br them by a Par- 
ticular App! ication : And this is. 
the ſim of what I ſpake laſe Vear 


upon theſe Words. 


I now come to give you ſome 
Obſervations from them; one is 


this: 


That Youth is naturally very. 
rone to forget God; this is plainly 
implied: For what need elſe of this 
Memento in the Text, Reniember 


now thy Creator in tbe. Das 'of thy 


WVoutb. 


5 | Andiber might 1 this; that the 

true and beſtlmprovement of Youth- 
ful Days, is to devout them to God, 
to mind Religion vetimes,. _ 


But J ſhall not ſpeak to any of 


theſe, my Deſi ign at preſent, is 
to 


6 


: "a 1 87 | 


to the Words as they lye 
1658 Original. 15 


Remember now thy Creator in 
the Days of thy Choice : The Word 
that we render Touth, here the 
Days of thy Youth, is from Na to 
Ele, to Chule; and accordingly 
Montans renders the Word; Re- 
member now thy Creator. in ibe Days 
of thy ( Chotce. | 


| Now this admits of a asi ab. 
Eider, . 


Th Choice Days, or thy Chi: 
81 . r « ein 


Fit A, The Day oo Youth ther. 
are your Choice Days, the Prime of 
your Time, the Flower of your Age. 
As che Spring, i is the choice time of 


the Year, fo. is Loum the choice 


time of” Lie; Nature is 
molt brisk, and achve, and hep | 


vigour, and the Spirits, quick and 
n the Wit ſharp, che Affections 
| | ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, the Memory retentiye; Tad 
there ore there is no time to mind 
Religion like this choice time of 
Youth. | 


O aber now are thaſe Tas that 
meditate whilſt - they are young 
Where are thoſe Jacobs that ſeek 
for the Bleſſing betimes? Where 
are thoſe Children that ask their 
Parents as they under the Law did? 
What mean the Sabbaths and the Or- 
dinances of the Lord, that we may 
elſo keep them © Where are the 
Children amongſt you that: ſin Ho- 
ſannah's to Chriſt, as they did in 
the vas of his es: ?:Thefe are the 
Young Mens Looking-Glaſſes; and 
becauſe we are led by Example more 
than by Precept, therefore 5 Ho- 

ly Ghoſt has ſet befo EXT FE Fre- 
Mien n e at you. may 
imitate and out; theſe 
are choice Vatrern e t if you, make 
Sibi eg tofollow them in your 5 

hoice 'Days, You will, ſhew your 
ſelves to be a Choſen Generation, 
Children 
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own. But. ' 


Secondly, 7 For. I will that 127990 
9 0 7 of Weng they are your 
Chuſing D AT as they are Choice 
Day ſo the Da ays. of your Choice, 

huſirg, What is that? Why, it is 
2 deliberate Ac of the ou it is 


done upon Conſideration and, De- 


bate; when 4. udg- 
ment rightly informed, ang Ale ens 5 
thereby; - does cleave to 


God, and the ways of God, that is 


"hs ee n that 1 
ſhall wy down from the Sence of 


the Words is this, that it is the 


great Concernment and Duty of 


E el ele to make God the Ob- | 


their Firſt Choice, Fin 
wich God in their Firſt ring 
Werl 


in the 


Wer never Ft al 396k God? 8 * 


„ 


vice aright, till we enter ypon it by 


hoice, 
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Choice: For God wil 1 it ſo: 
 Chuſe you this Day whom you will 
Serve, either the true God, or Idols: 
Not as ff it were at their own liber- 
ty to. ſerve which they pleaſed: No, 
but to convince them of the Folly of 
a bad Choice, and to Wo then 
_ toa right Choice. . 


But for the cler of the Do- 


Urine, Ewill om n. 
Fin, What is it o cu Go 


Secondly, Iwill! vive you the Res 
ſons of the coneneleg 9 5 the Da- 


171 
is 


* 


ty. 1 i r 25 
And berni. it. | 


N — 


Firſt, What is it to chuſe God > 


Te ei Hive Things. 2 


424 


Biß, A due Confideration eas” 


Obj ject, its Nature, Worth, and 
Excellency) till things are duly 
weighed in the Ballance of a true 

Judgment, 


d 


. , "TE . 
er. —— — — 


" Remembrancer. ; E 


Jud gment, we can never make a 


right Choice; and here the bufineſs 


icke with Young Ones. In this 
firſt Work we cannot perſwade 
them to confider, they will not 
weigh things, but they will act ac - 
cording to the inclinations of their 


Luſts; therefore the Apoſtle N 


vs to reſolre upon trial. 1 od 


21. Prove all thing fl and bed fe 


that which is g Man will of 
ver hold faſt” _ which is Good, 
__ he firſt prove and try it. BY 


Indeed the thin s which ue t- 
ys ligion, are ſuch 
poor paltry Vanden that they are 

not worthy ta beſet in competition 
with God, or to eome into a ferious 


Debate: How eahe — A 5 reſolve 
fitteſt | 


which is pleaſed, 
God, or the Reihe“ Wel che 
Tranſitory Pleaſures of Sin ſheuld 
be preferred to the Life and Salya- 
tion of an Immortal Soul. A Seri- 


ous Conſideration on theſe Things 


would ſoon determine the Matten 
on God's fide. Second- 


— ————— 
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Seetuth, This Chuſing of God 


implies Eſteem and Preference; for 
EleAion,andChoice is the prefer ring 
one thing befor e another. Qur Choice 
of al O.gects. is according to our 
Eſteem of them ; As far as we judge 
a thing needleſs, ſo far we count it 
Nose Let a Man have but ſlight 


Rp G 
120 e bi -Dares 
thghr: Mean Apprehentons are ever 


2 | with liſtleſs Devotions. It 
is the Soul that highly eſteems God, 
that ch 
from K Land of 
and had taſted ther 1 oi 
932 Ae e Land 


Nee 


yet there are many Com- 
en chat ſtand as e 1 


* 
they returned 
Cangen, 
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ihemir in whe Soul ; and therefore? your 


Choice can never be right, unleſs 
theſe Rivals be trampled under foot. 
It is ſaid of the Wiſe: Merchant, that 
to hen he bad found a Pearl of - great 
Price he went and Sold all that he 
had, and bought it. Mat. 13. 46: 
Firſt, he — his Eſteem ot Yo as 
a Pearl of great Price, and the 
parts with all to purchaſe it. Wha 
a high Eſteem had Paul of Chriſt ? 
The FE xcelh ency of the Knowledge 
Cbrift 7 2 0 Lord, Phil. 
There is his Value of bim; 2 
how 1 1e de Le 1 
count ali i may 
Vin Ghrift. It is not enough to ap- 
prove of Gad and his Ways ſimply, 
but we muſt approve of them cam 
paratively; not only as good in them- 
ſelves,” but as better than all other 
good *whatever. We ſhall never 
chufe God fofeal, ill ye come 
to Fteem him above all As 1 FO 


-Thinthy T his - chuſing of God 
implies a voluntary Inclination and 


Defire ; 


ry The = M, : "7 I 


Delire; a "Man is faid to nl 
thoſe things which he Likes and 
Loves, and which his Soul Inclines 
—4 So chat he is carried after them, 
by the Force of any External 
Prin Al dr byhis'own-Propen- 
Fon and Thellnation, and this ſup- 
poſes Loves” for Deſires are the Na- 
thr; 'Ulves' fot. Love,” . 

Je , ef ir ©: 

he Soul can wir mount up- 
ward; if che Affections tend down. 
ward ; und therefore when the Ho- 
17 Ghoſt would give an advance to 
2 in the Soul, he be- 
las if the Affections; Ser 
vu gon thr Above; and 
cheng as Defirevalwaysfpring from k 
Love, f ſo they e rener by a 
Sence of Want; for what we Love, 
and have not, that becomes a Want; 
and Sence of Want will quicken Ap- 
petite; and ſet Defires on Work; 
eſe Deſires muſt de fed and 
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now 
fatished, and that none do but 
God; therefore it is God that he 
chuſes. 
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5 Feurthly, This chuſing implies a 
firm Purpoſe, and a fixed Reſoluti- 


on of adhering to our choice. We 
never chuſe till we bring our Minds 


and Wills to a firm Purpoſe; there 
may be many good Thoughts and 


Wiſhes in the Soul, but ſtill” till we 
are reſolved for God, we do not 
chuſe him. When the Heart is Pe- 
remptory and Fixed for God, that 
will come to ſomething; when the 
Soul ſays, I ſee lam an undone Crea- 
ture, Iam, convinced of my State, 
and the Neceſſity of my. Caſe ; I 


.muſt have God, I muſt ſecure an 
; Intereſt in Chriſt, I muſt be Born 
again, I muſt mind the ſaving of an 
Immertal Soul, this will come to 
; ſomewhat.; and a Profeſſion of Re- 


gion (let me tell you) ſignifies 


very little till it comes to this. "Who 
is this that hath engaged bis Heart 
to Approach to me, ſays God, Fer. 
30. 21. It is Reſolution that engages 
the Heart for God, and makes our 
choice of him firm and unalterable; 


| eſpecially 
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eſpecially if it be deliberate and intire, 


ii ien Te Fi 1 * 
Firſt; It muſt be deliberate from 


a Sence and Conſcience of our Du- 
ty and Iatereſt. Reſolves taken up 
upon Sudden Surprizes or Preſent 
Heats, rarely produce any good Ff. 
fect: This is often the Caſe of you 
Loung Profefiors, that are like an 
Early Spring, all Bloſſoms, but no 
Fruit; or like a Vapour Exhaled” by 
the Warmth'oFthe-Sur, that riſes 
no higher than the middle Region, 
where it is Condenſed, and drops 
don again: This is that very thing 
that makes ſo many Apoſtates from 
God and his Ways; they take up a 
Profeſſion of Religion too ſoon be- 
fore the Word of God has taken Root 
in the Heart. Indeed à Soul that 
chuſes 1 never Pro- 
ſoon, 
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els him too the ſooner the 


rdetter z abu hertut makes. Frofeſſi- 
of God, before he makes choice 

| gf God, befor the Word is rooted 

_ tin the Heart, or ahy thing of the 
: Power of Religion is felt No 
Mn. | uc 


wy PP _— — — 


>. bans — — — 
= = = 
% — 
— = 


2 88 OO an ö as cw A welt, Yo tod.. hob, Ho 1 


* « 


_ W La att Con A 


* 


Beſt Chace. 97 
ſich a one takes up a Profeſſion too 
' ſoon. It is ſaid of the Seed Sown in 
om ſtony Places, Mat. 43. Forthwith + 
u- ir ſprung up. Above ground too 
VF foon; it grows. upward, but not 
ent downward , all Blade, and no Root: 
Ef. So fays Chriſt, Verſe 21. Ter hatb 
ou be not Root in himſelf: And what 
an follows ? He dureth but for a while. 
no A Muſhroom Chriftian, the Birth 
of a Night, and the Abode of a Day. 
tes W Such begin too ſoon to hold ont 
on, with God- long: This has cauſed 
273 | many Scoffers at Religion to take 
ing up that Envious Proverb, A hung 
om Saint, and an old Devil : Whereas if 
they had ſaid, A young Hypocrite, and 
be- an old Apoſtate, it had been a Truth 


* too too often Experienced. Flaſhy 
5 Affections, that have no Principles 


to maintain them within, come to 
nothing; they are like Fire in Green 
Wood, that burns no longer than 
it is blowyn; or like Water {hanged 
over a Quick Flame, that is ſoon 
Hot, but when it is. taken off again, 
is as ſoon Cold; nay, Colder than it 
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was betore; becauſe the Natural 
Spirits are eyaporet:d. How nim- 
bly does the Windmill Work when 
it blows a Brisk gale, but the Wind 
no ſooner ceaſes, but the Mill 
ſtands : So fudden and immature 
Reſolutions come to nothing; they 
muſt be managed with Judgment and 
Deliberation : David's Practice is 
an excellent Patern, Palm 119. 59, 
T confidered my Ways, and turned my 
Feet to thy Teſtimonies : David ſpeaks 
like a Man under a Dilemma, as ha- 
ving two ways before him; there is 
the Way. of Sin, and Luft, and 


Cunil Delight; this the Fleſh pre. 


ſents, and it ſeems an eaſie and a 
1 Ay, but it leads to 
Deſtruction. Then there is the 


Way of God's Commandments: 


This the word preſents, it is Nar- 
ro, it is Troubleſome, but it leads 
to Life, and that makes amends for 
all. Now when we ſtand ſt ill, and 
debate upon the Choice, which of 
theſe is the better Way, and .conl: 
der the Loſs and the Gain of either 


Side; 
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Side; and the final Iſſue of the one 
Way, and the other, and thereupon 


reſolve to take in with the Ways of 
God, as promoting our trueſt Jate- 


reſt and Felicity, this is a deliberate 


Reſolution: And this was the Courſe; 
of that Prodigal Son, when he came 
to himſelf, Luxe 15. v. 17. he firſt 
bethinks himſelt, talls into a ſerious 


Debate of bis Cite, How many Hired 


Servants of Father's. bave Bread 
enough, and it periſh with hunger? 
What ſhail A, 409 I will ari Ay rom 
go to ny Father, an unto: him, 
Father, I have fi — A5 Hea- 
ven, and before thee,” and am no 
more worthy to be called thy Son, nate 
me as one of thy bired Servants : 
Thus he debates the caſe with him - 
ſelf, and thereupon takes up this re- 


ſolve, well, Iwill ariſe, and go te 


my Father ; there is his deliberate 


r nw aun 


iailsh. bo; 8 © an 
— Our Reſolution muſt * 
entire; that is, without boggling at 


= of God's Commands, and wit 
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out the reſerve of any one Sin or 


Luſt; for no Man can ſerve two Ma- 


ſters; the Commands of Chriſt and 
Satan are abſolutely inconſiſtent; 


Obedience to the one is downright 


Rebellion againſt the other; we muſt 
not capitulate with Chriſt, and 


think that ſtriètneſs in ſome Duties 
will excuſe our Indulgence to any 


'Luſt; the great ſtanding Law of 


Heaven i is, halt love the Lord 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy ſtrength, and 


him only ſhalt thou . The 
Work of the Chriſtian Calling is 
__ forth as that it cannot be done with- 
out chis; we have many Enemies to 


oppoſè, many Sins to conquer, many 


perform, therefore our " Reſolution 
muſt be entire; and that! is a Fourth 


Enſts to mortifie, many Duties to 


Thin 
| Fifth? rbly, This Chuſ ing in : the Text 


implies a complacency and delight 
in the Object of our choice; though 


Election be an AQ of the Will, yet 


in is quickened by the Motions of the | 


Affections: 
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Affections: As where the Will 


bent againſt Sin, there is always 


hatred of it included ; : ſo where-ever 
it fixes upon God, it is attended with 
pleaſure and delight. When David 
had choſen God for his Portion, he 
ho eſſes a delight in-his choice, Z/al. 
v. G5 * * are Jen. fe b 
3 # places, ea, ave 
6. yoodlly heritage: This is che Lan- 
vage af a Soul affected with its aum 
icity, and the pleaſure it takes 
in an All- 
in his chuſing the Precept 
fays he, Ihæue abgſen 4 
P/akn 119. 178. . 
Verſe, Thy Law. is 
Man loves what fs 2 
where there is Love in the Choice, 
there will be Pleaſure in the Service; 
_ to love there is nothing grie- 
Thus yon ſee what this chu- 
ing God does imply and carry in 
the Nature of it, and that. is dhe 
Firſt Thing: E 


ah, Let pre ve the: 
81 
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Reaſons, why it is the Duty of 
Young Ones thus to chuſe God. 


Why, 


One great Reaſon is, becauſe 
God commands it, that is the Firſt, 
Pray mind-that of the Apoftle, 2 E- - 
piſtle of John, v. 4. I rejoiced greatly 
that I found of thy Children walking 


 #nthe Truth, as we have received a 


Commandment from the Father: Pray 
mind, theſe were a Ladies Children, 
to teach us, there are none too great 
to be good; theſe Children were 
found walking in the Truth, not 
taking a ſtep or two, making it a 
Buſineſs by the by; as your Genteels, 
and great Perſons uſe to do; but 
they perſiſted in it, they were ſted- 
dy in the Ways of God, and that 
in their Childhood, againſt all the 
Tide and Stream of Youthful Luſts. 
Now this was that God had com- 
manded. Mark ye, though they 
were Children, yet God. commands 
this of them, I rejoiced greatly t hat 
 Tjaundof thy Children walking. - 
2 11 | . | Ihe 
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. the Truth, even as we have received 


a Commandment from the Father: 
But where do we find this Command, 
that Youth ſhould devote themſelves 
to God ? You-have it in the Text, 
Remember now thy Creator in the 
Days of thy Teuth: And there is a 
Command older than that, Pſalm 78. 
5 6, 7. He eftabliſhed a Teſtimom in 


Jacob, and appointed a Law tn [ſrael, 
which be - commanded our Fathers, 
that they ſhould make them known to 


their Children : (What for?) That 


they might ſet their hope in God, anus 
— . Works of Gad, but | 
reep bis Commandments. Nay, our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt ſtrictly enjoins it, 
Mat. 6. 33. Seek ye firft the King- 


dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs 
thereof. Firſt, here does not only 
note a Preheminence firſt above all, 


but it notes a Priority firſt-before all. 


It is very. Obſervable, that our 
Swiour in that Prayer he gave to 
his Diſciples, which you call the 
Lord's Prayer, he gives but one Pe 
e EIA kition 
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tition for Temporal Things, and 
Fire for Spiritual ; and that for 
Temporals is neither the Firſt nor 
the Laſt. Not the Firſt, for Hallow- 
ed be thy Name is before it. Nor 
is it the Laſt, for Deliver us from 
Evil comes after it; to teach us 
that we muſt begin and end wich 
God. Mar. 21. aB. The Command 
of the Father to his Son, is, Go Work 
120 waa in m Vineyard. : The com- 
mand of God — no Delays 
the Promiſes of God have Relpecl 
to the Future, but che Command 
+ Joqks to the Preſent; Io Da 
rr ll hear his Voice, hunden nat - your 
Hearts. ”"_ did God under the 
Law for himſelf the firſt 
Sheaf of the ie Farvelt, the firſt ripe 
Fruits, the Firſtlings of the Herd | 
and Flock but to teach us, that our 
firſt Affections, our firſt Strength, 
our firſt Deſires, and firft Choice, 
and firſt Service ſhoyld be Devoted 
to God ? For it is he command of 
_ God, and that is the great Reaſon 
and Rule of all 'Odecliencry that is 

one. ES. Ano- 
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|: er Reafon is c the Na- 
ture of your Extract and Ori 


requires this. Pray where had you : 


your Beings? Toups nes, how 
came you into, the World? Who 
made wh The Text tells you who 
this is in the very Notion God is. 
mentioned.in % Creator. There is 
4 Ooncatenation 0 ons, for the 

tures Owni and Chufing the 
included. In 3s. 
Notion of a Creator. 


made ur, e not ye, 
47 1 et Vl 1 5 3. Tbe Pro- 


het J/aiah ſays, He 75 forth 
by ae ah to 77 Haack, 44 I 


cog #þpo at's rit to. them. 
b 5 Neri 1 42. 52.8 
lih ſays, Job 3 pirtt of 
Gol bath, e the E reath: 9 N 


the Almighty bath given nie Ne; 
and is it 850 Reafon that he ths 
made d us thou}d he. owned 'by us? 


. The Name of Father and: M2 
E s ther, 


nnn. 
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ther beſpeaks all Daty and Honour 
from you Children. If . Chil- 
dren could begin their Duty in 
the Cradle, and continue it 4 Hun- 
dred Years, it could, never Pa 
what Parent Deſerve for all their 
Sorrow, Care, Palns, and Coſt. 
8 Solomon is much 8 18 
ting this Argument upon Children 
Peay, 23 225 Obey thy. father that 
Begat thee. Mark, that Begat thee, 
he gave thee thy Being; and De: 
ſpiſe not thy Mother that brought 
thee Forth. We are ever bound to 
Honour and Obey them for what 
theꝝ have done for us. Theſe- Ra- 
tional Beings do require ſt; which 
they have been the Means to De rive 
to us, and to Nouriſh and Nurſe 
vp. This is highly Deſerved at 
our Hands; yea, though they grow 
Old and Impotent, and can ſerve 
us no longer. O what then does 
God deſef ve from us, who is much 
more the Author of our Being than 
our Father that Begat us, or than 
aur Mother that Bare us? God - 
ä he 
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the firſt Cauſe, Parents are but the 

Second Cauſes of Generation; and 
the Second Cauſe depends upon the 
Firſt, and cannot act without it: 
Therefore it is ſaid of God, In him 
we Live, and Move, and bave our 


Being. Therefore Man is nothing 


in our Production, if compared with 
God; and is it not Reaſon then, that 
he that made us, ſnould be Owned 
and Honoured by us; thãt he chat 
is our Creator, ſnould be our Ruler. 

We Own our Service where we 
Receive our Exiſtence'; we are Deb+ 
tors to God everyone of us. We 
Owe him our ſelves, all we are, and 
all we have; for we are not our 


own. we are the Lord's Propriety, at 


his Diſpoſal, he hath the abſolute 
Dominion over us, as giving Being 
to us. It is the Apoſtle's. Argu- 
ment, Whether we Live, or Die, 


we are the Lord's, de jure, and i 


fhonld be ſo, de facto; therefore 
we ought to Live to him, Rom. 14. 
7, 8. This Glory is the White at 


Which we - ſhould aim Living and 


Wins: 
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Dying: He is the Centre in which 
all the whole Circumſtances of our 
Life ſnould meet, for he made us; 
therefore Remember thy Creator. 
ES SM 5 


Ger enen k 

own. Image, and that is a Peculiar 
Privaledge:of Creation beyond what 
other Creatures enjoy. There is 
the Print of God's Hand upon all 
his Creatures; but there are none 
beat his Image but the Angels and 
Men; and this yon are Stampt with 
in the very Womb. Not one of 
vo but have the Image of God up- 
eonon, the Loungefl us well as the 
5 Oldeſt. 2 | | 
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Though indeetl the Moral Image 
at: God which conſiſts in Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holinels, that is Blotted 
out and Loft by che Fall, we have 
dinned ix amay; yet chere is the Na- 
tural Image of God, and that re- 
Loh of you; for —_ Na- 
tural Lieht, Knowledge, Under- 


cer, 


a. * Fu mam” r 


— 
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1 | cern, and Wiſdom to Chuſe? What 

rare all the Intellective and Elective 

; Towers of the Soul, but the Image 
of God in Man? And what is this 

yp for, but in order to Reco- 

Ver 


x 


at which is Loft ? It is to Ca- 

r pacitate us to Know God, to Seek 
t bim, to Chuſe him, to Live to him 
s I] here, that ſo We may for ever En- 
N joy him; and if we do not make 
this our chief Work, we are made 
d in Vain, and Degenerate into Brutes, 
tb being wholly acted by Sence, and 
of the Design of this Image is Loſt; 
p- || forby- partaking of his Likeneſs, 
10 | webecome bound to his Laws. 

{ Thirdly, That Power that cre - 
ge || tedusatFirſt, does create us every 
nſ- Day: You are made of God every 
ed Dave for Preſervation is a Conti- | 
ve med Creation. ,- AShe» igives Life, 
Ja. ſo he holds our Souls in Life; if 
le- God withdraw from us but a Moment 
Na- ue ſhall Die; Thou takeft away 
Er- 


5 their Breath, and tbey Die and re- 
iſ- turn 10 their Duſt. And do- we 
905 g receive 


— 
"I 
2 


Ox Po 


receive our Preſervation and Sup- 
port from him, and ſhall we not 


pay Reſpect to him? This violates 


the very Law of Nature, and fills 
Hleaven and Earth with Wonder; 
therefore God does Summons Hea- 
ven and Earth to hear his Complaint 
l ſuch Rebels, 1/2. 1. 2. Hear, 
Heaven, and give Ear, O Earth, 
ſays God. But ien he Sum- 
mons cheſe * 


Why, Fuſt, To Rebuke and 
WO the Stupidity of his Peo- 
ple. that the Senceleſs Creatures 
were more like to hear God ſpeak 
than _ | 


| _ Secondh, T0 Mew chat theſe Crea- 

tures by which God had done them 
much good, might well bear Wit- 
neſs. on his: behalf NN their In- 
brudtude- n KS 


I” birdly; To eine Fas how 
Stupendious a thing it was, that 


- God Complains of againſt them; 


Even 


— — — — — 
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melt lt ſtand amazed to hear, _ | 

they capablo of that Sence. 1 
. wat i is the- Complaint that 

God makes hete ? I · is Twofold. 


| The one is Horrid Wee 


"The other is H ranſeendent Bru- 
ans. A — 7 


Buſt: Horrid In grids Hear, 
0 Heavens, and give Eur, O Earth. 
What muſt they, bear? Why what 
God hath to ſay againſt this Peo- 
ple? The Lord hath-ſaid, 1 Have 
ropriſhed and brought up. Children, 
and 20 have Rehelled againſt me. 
For any of us Parents to bring forch 


and breed up Children, and after all 


our Trouble, Colt, and Care, when 
they are come o Years of Know- 
ledge, not to own us: Nay, when 


they are grown to be Men, to turn 


to be Rebels, to violate ſuch Bonds, 
and break ſuch ſtrong Ties, Hea- 
ven 


» 
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ven 1 ud Earth any Talc cry out a- a- 
inſt them. Why, this is my 
aſe, ſays God; 1 made theſe Chil- 
dren, 1 maintained them, I brought 
them up at my Coft and yet after 
all they will not Know me, they 
will not Own me. Inſtead of Chu. ; 
ſing me, they turn their Back up- 
on me, and turn Rebels againſt me; 
they have not a bit of Bread to Eat, 
but as I feed them, nor a Rag to 
9 75 but as I cloath them, It is 
| Wool! and my Flax, yet Tam. for- 
parte, ,and the very Law of Nature 
en. Thus God Comp ae of 


BET baſe Ingratitude. N. 


wt, £ 


Seebad, He Saenger 05 
Traulcendent Brutiſmneſs, which 
was ſych, that it 1 the moſt 
Brutiſn amongſt es. The Ox 
and the Is re ive ha ed among | 

the Dolleft, and moſt Stupid Ges 
tures; vet, ſays Cod, they are 
worſe than eſe; for the Ox knows 
bis Owner, and the Aſs his Ma- 
N s Crib, but Iſrael doth not know 
me : 


*”. oo er 
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| 
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me: My People doth not conſider, 
Theſe Beaſts as Stupid as they are, 
yet they after their Kind own them 
that Feed them, and are ready at all 
Times to ſubmit to and ſerve them; 
yet, ſays God, they will not own 
me, nay, ſays God, they will not fo 
much as conſider what I have done 
tor them, that thereby they might 
be brought to pwn and ſerve me. 
My Feeple doth nat conſider, = 


ö 

) | 

Farah, He that made us, can 
Wag] be that gave us our Be- 


- || ing; dn turn us info nothing; he 
that created us, can deltzoy us; 
he who breathed ny Soul into 


Body, can take it away, and throw 
into Hell. And this is the very 
h Argument our Lord Chriſt makes 
ti of, Mat. no. 28. Fear bim who 
x 
ſt 


is able to caſt Bad) and Soul into 
Hell. All g do re- 


z. | ſult from the Relation we ſtand in 
0 to God as he is our Creator, _.. 
w || 3 He 


0 : 
3 by 
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He made us after his own Image. 


He makes us continually, by pre- 


And he that made us can deſtroy 


us, and will you forget your Ma- 
ker? This will provoke him, when 
they that are made by him ſeek not 
after him. Noxe {9% Where - is 
God my Maker? Job 35. v. 10. All 
Worſhip, and Reſpe&, and Obedi- 
ence; is a juſt Due to God as your 
Maker: Tou had your Being from 
God, therefore you ſhould always 
Heer God. * is —— for 
very thing to make to the place 0 
its Original: Solomon ſhews it you 
in divers Inſtances ; ſo does the 
Sun, It ariſes, and goeth down, 
and bafteneth ro the place whence it 
woe, Eccleſ. 1. v. 5. So doth the 

ind, It whirls about continually, 
end returneth again to its circuits, 
v. 6. So doth the Rivers, Untothe 
Place from whence they came, - 
* | | ther 
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ther they do return again, v. 7. 
And ſhould not Man that is made 
by God, and comes from God, ſeek 

after God, and take up his reſt in 


God: > Nature teacheth this. 


A Circle is the moſt perfect fi- 
gure, becauſe it ends where it be- 

an; the laſt point meets in the firſt 
=o whence it came; it is the Per- 
fection of the Rational Creature, 
that had its Being from God, to 
ſeek after him, and terminate it 
3 that isthe ſecond Rea- 

7 


To " God halves 


as It is a uty of eat concernment, 
ſo it is a Duty of great advantage 


and benefit. Reli ion, however 
it is miſtaken in the orld, is the 
moſt advantageous courſe any. Man 
can take; it affords the greateſt 


Promiſes, the richeſt Comforts;and 


the ſureſt Rewards: And therefore 
the Holy Ghoſt tells us, That God - 
1 17 profitable 2 all things, 


1 Tim. 


— þ 


1 Tim. 4. 8. and | where Iyes The 
profit ? It tells you in the next 


Words; I bath the promiſe of the 


Life that now is, that includes all 
good here; and of the Liſe that is to 
come, that includes all good hereaf-. 
ter. Butto be a little particular 
in ſhewing you the advantages of Re- 


be is yours for err; for he be- 
comes yours by your owW˖m choice, 
aud m ay day claim to him as 
yours, and may ſay as Thomas. did, 
My Lord, and my God: Or. with 
| David, Ih God is bun Cad. for 


Dey and euer, Ffalm 8. V. 14. 


And is not this a great advantage 
and benefit 23232 


is Nay, youhare unt only a Fro 
priety an Gad, hut you have the ſpect- 
| al Preſence. of Gad: However it 
may be as to that Preſence of God 
that is Arbitrary, yet you have al- 


ways his Preſence in à Fourſold 
_—© The 


— —_ . 
— — a Carman 


ne 
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to know your 


The Preſence of his Mercy, e 


pardon your Sins. 


The Preſance of his Power, wo 


ſupport your Fer ſons. 


The Preſence of his Omniſtience, 
Wants. 2 


And the F of bis is Good- 
neſs, to apply them. | 


He-is your God, your own God, 
as David calls him: God, even our 
n God, ſhall bleſs au. A Man can 
never be happy that. has nothing of 
his own; and a Man can call no- 
thing his own but Cod. All things 
elſe may be loft,but he that has made 
ſure of God, his Ri ght can never 
be invaded, nor his Fropeictyidaſts : 
Mary bath chęſen that good part; 
which ſhy] neuer be taken from her: 
And in not this a Beneft Þ3 93775) 


Second! ly, 15 ir riot a great Bene 
t 


* 
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fit. to have. the Heart fixt —_ ſted. 
faſt in the Ways of God ? The 
Cauſe of all Halting in Religion, is 
the Want of a Choice and Pur ole 
reſolutely ſet: The” Apoſtle ſzy,, 
James 1. 8. 4 Double- minded Man 
z Unſtable in all bis Ways. di q 
A Two-Sould Man, one that . a 
Heart and a Heart, one for this way, 
| another for that; one for God, and 
= another for the World's Such anc 
mult needs be unſtable, and of an 
inconſtant Soul ; being as ready to 
A depart from God, as to cloſe with 
him. But he that owns God, and 
his Ways by choice, will "ſuit his 
Conrerfarion to his Election. If he 
be fincere in his choice of God, 
that will make him faithful in all 
his carriage to God: And therefore 
Foſhua, when be would engage the 
People to continue faithful with 
God, he draw them on to a choice, 
and chen lays that upon theit\ Con- 
ſcience to bind them, 7 7oſbue '24: i}. 
22. Ie are witneſſes againſt your 
L that "ye have choſen the” Lord, 


- to 
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e Choice. 119 
70 ſerve hin, and they ſaid, we are 
witneſſes. It greatly ſtrengthens 


a Bond, when a Man freely binds 
himſelf. | 


Thirdly, This reſolute choice of 


God is of great advantage in carry- 
ing on the Work of the Heavenly 


Calling with the more eaſe and de- 
light; becauſe à choice is nothin 
elſe but an inclination of the Soul 
guided by Judgment, ſtrengthened 
by Reſolution, and aQuated by 
Love, Now as Judgment juſtifies 
our choice, and Reſolution makes 
it entire, ſo Love makes it eaſie 
and ſweet ; and ſo our delight in o- 
beying God, anſwers to the ſinceri 
ty of our chuſing of him. 


Fourthly, This chuſing God 
gives great peace and comfort inthe 
ways of God; this is as natural as 
for the Fire to produce Heat: The 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs is Peace: 


As Sin cauſes a Sting in the Con- 


ſcignce, and a Wound in the Soul, 
\ 27 "oo 


120 I Ts 


CR ng Adtion done in OY 
cerity, hath the approbation. of the 
- Conſcience, and that gives peace, 
and the witneſs of the Spirit, that 
brings joy and comfort: This is in- 
tended 5 that of the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 14. 7. The Kingdom of God 
is R eee and Peace, and 
Joy in the Hol ly Ghoſt. Here is a 


double Benefit mentioned, Peace 


and Joy: There is a difference be- 


wen them: 


> 2 1 8 nm ig 2 G — — —_— — 


-Peace: is a begeniliy of Mind 


ſpringing from the rectitude of our 
Actions. 1 * — N. 


Joy is from the Impreſion of the 
comforting Spiri. 


Peace is an acquittance from 
Conſcience, but Joy in the Holy 
-Ghoſt is an acquittance from God 
Aimfelf, who is our Supream judge, 
. 8. thi beginning of that Endleſs Joy 
that be has n r them chat 


2 him. 
, 
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Hfibh This imitles' you to A 
fature and a fuller reward; for in 
chuſing God, you chuſe him for 
the future, as well as for the 
ſent; in chuſing the Ways of God, d, 
you chuſe all that i is intailed upon 
them, and that is Life and Bleſſed- 
neſs : So ſays W:/dom, Whoſo! find- 
eth me, findeth Life. The Word 
ſets before every one of vs Life and 


| Death, 70 did to that Peo- 


ple” of old, Deut. 30. 15. Now 


— chuſe Death rather than Life; 


for they chuſe to pleaſe their Luſts, 
and to gratifie their [carnal Appe- 
tite, and therein they chuſe Death. 


as Chriſt ſays, All they that hate me, | 


loue Death: But he that chuſes 


| God, and the Ways of God, chuſes 


Life; and he ſhall have it; he chu- 
ſes Endleſs Felicky in .. another 
World, and he ſhall never be diſap- 


pointed. O the benefit of chuſing 
God and ne ! That 1 is a Third 


Ing. 
Fend, rue Cubas God I 
is 


— 
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his Ways! in our > Youth, is the only 
Means to Prevent or Cure the many 
Miſchiefs that fiow from our Neg- 
le& of it. Days of Youth are Days of 
Folly; now the Way to correct the 
Follies of Youth, is to be Wiſe to- 
ward God. Childhood and Touth 
areVanity. Now the Way to Cure 
this Vanity, is to be Serious and 
Earneſt about Eternity. Youth is 
moſt apt to be carried away by the 
Power of Luſt ; hence is that Conn- 
ſel of the A poſtle, Flee Wutbful 
Laſts; and the proper Way ta flee 
from them, is to Hee to God in 
Chriſt for Help and me 4y a- 
gainſt them. 


Youth has a —_ 2 Dy 
gainſt Sin, had they but Wiſdom to 


Improve this nom in the Text. Now 
Sin is but Budding, and therefore 


may the eaſier be Nipt; now. Cor- 


ruptions are but Twigs, and there- 
fore may ſooner be Lopt off; now 
Luſt is Pat Conceiving, and there- 
fore may more _— be Stifled —— 


T 
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und is ſoon Cu- 
red, but if 1t be let alone long it may 
turn to a Gangreen that ma prove 


Incurable. O my Brethren, there 


is no Age ſo fit, fo ſvitable. to the 
Nature of Religion, as Youth is. 

Religion is the Chriſtian Race I 
now who Chuſes an old Man to ru 


' a Race? It is. called a Wreſtling, 


and who will call an old Man into 
the Ring that is ready to have his 
Heels tript up by his _— | 
It is called a Warfare, and under 

the Lav! the Aged were Diſcharged 
from War, to ſhew that it is the 


proper Work of Youth. Religion is 
a Calling, a High, a Holy, a Heaven- 


ly Calling. Now Youth is the fitteſt 
Seaſon for Chuſing any Calling, and 
therefore the Text bids us to Chuſe 
the Heavenly Calling, by Chuſing 

God in the Days of our Choice. 


The Chuſing of worldly Things 


firſt ſhits God out of _ ON 
and Senſual Objects quickly "y 
F F 2 "75 on 


. 
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224 E 
the Heart from God; therefore 
you. ſhould Chuſe God firſt ; that is 
the Fourth Thing. 451i} 1.4 1 


1 


1 , (Tre name no more) 
No 


of Grace may be paſt, therefore he 
ought to Chuſe God betimes. The 
Seaſons of your Clofing with God 
are Arbitrary. Salvation is not to 


be had when you will, but when 


God will ; and God's Will. is that 
yeu- ſhould ſeek after it now in 
your Youth. - God hath his ſet Time 
of finding; Seek, the Lord while he 
may be found, I/a.;55., 6. And let 

me-tell you, if r be once 
ſt, though you ſeek him you will 

| Lea a 1 m; They ſhall ſeek me 
Early, but they ſhall, not find me, 


Prov. 1. 28. I ſay this is the very 


thing that moſt periſh. upon, their 
{lighting of God's Time. Eſau he 


would have had the Bleſſing, but 


alas, he came too late; he miſſed 


the Seaſon, Heb. 12.6. The Fooliſh 


. Virgins would fain have entred in, but 


knows how ſoon his Day 


A + 
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when they ſhould have entred, 
their Oyl was to Get; and when 
they would have entred, the Door 
"ws Shut: You mould therefore 
Cauſe God betimes, becauſe You 
know not how ſoon the Day of 
Grace may be paſt. Theſe are : the 
Reaſons of the Point. 


Aud now I me to the Applica- 
951 and I ſhall make but two Uſes 
of ik. 


One by Way of Trial : And, 
The other by way of Counſel. 


Firſt, By Way of Trial ; you 
have heard, Yonng Ones, what 
your Duty is; to bein with God 
in the firſt Place, and make him the 
Object of your Choice. Now the 
Queſtion I would ask you, is, what 
have you done in this Matter? 
You that are in your Youth, and 
Prime- of your Days, what "have - 
you done in this Matter? Now is 

F . 


| your chuſing time, pray what Choice 


| have you made? It is a n:edful 


Queſtion, God help you to anſwer 
it in your own Hearts. One Chu- 
ſes this Imploy, another that; one 
| Chuſes to go to Sea, another Chu- 
ſes to tarry on Shore; one Chuſes 
this Calling, another Chuſes that; 
but have you Choſen God to be your 
God ? Have you ever made that 
Choice ? It was David's Queſtion to 


._ the Egyptian, 1 Sam. 30. 14. To 


- whom belongeſt thou? To whom be- 
longeſt thou, Young Ones, to 
whom do you belong? Pray do 
vou belong to God? Why, yon 
will ſay, how may I know this? It 
. catinitbe known « Priori, as we fay, 
by God's Chufing'of you, that is an 
Imminent Act, and Imminent Adds 
camot give Evidence, they Prove 
nothing; therefore it muſt be 
known àu Poſteriori, by ſome Subſe- 
quent Act of our own. . Jv © 
 Fhere are two Ways of being the 
Lord's People, but there is but one 
Way of knowing it; we are wr x 
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bis both by his Act and our owns 5. 
by his Electing of us, and by. our E- 
lecting of him. Now we cannot 
know that we are God's by his Act, 
by his Chuſing of us; but we may 
know it by our AR, by our Chu- 
ſing of him. This is the Queſtion 
that I wonld put to you; have you 
ſeriouſſy Choſen God to be your 
God? Did you ever make this 
Choice? This muſt be before any 
one can lay a true Claim to him. 
God will never be yours (let me 
tell you) without your on Choice. 
Now have you ever Choſen God? 
I do not mean at a Preſent Pinch ; - 
it may he under the Checks of Com 
ſcience, or in ſome Preſent Diftreſs, 
many will take God to be their God, A 
bat this Choice ſeldom comes to a- 
ny thing, it laſts but till the Storm 
is over, and the Diſtreſs removed; 
but have you ever choſe God in the 
| Sence Deſcribed ? Have you Cho- 
ſen him by a Deliberate AQ of the: 
Wil Guided by Judgment, and 
: with, Tull Furpoſeof Heart to-cleave 
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to God How ſhall. 58 kaow this, 
yon will ſay ? Briefly, there are di- 
vers Ways by which it may be 


known; I will name but Two. Or 


- Abbes. _—_ be known, 


Firſt; By a Self. dedication and de- 


voting of your ſelves to be the 


Lord's. Whenever the Soul truly 


_ Chuſes God for his God, it is al- 
ways accompanied with a Self- dedi- 
cation to God: So it is ſaid of thoſe 
Macedonians, 2 Cor. 8. 5. They gave 
themſelves to the Lord. Now 
what can you ſay to this? Have you 
ever given up your ſelves to be the 
Lord's, reſolving to live in an latire 
Submiſſion to his Wilt & Have von 


eyer made a Solemn Covenant be- 


tween God and your own Souls; 


that God ſhall be your God, and 


that you, through his Grace, will 
be us „ Why, it ſo, then you have 
Chok en God, and he; is your God. 


Secondly, Ir may be known. by 
your Behaviour in Reference to Sin. 
When 


in all things. So ſays the Apoſtle, 


„ 
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When you are Tempted to any Sin, 


either by Satan, or by your own 
Luſts, what do you do? Do you 
give Way to it, or do you Run to 
Chriſt for Strength againſt it? Do 
you Comply with it, or do you Re- 
ſiſt it ? Do you Countenance or Curb 
it? Is it Loved or Hated ? This is 
no hard Caſe to Determine, every 
Child can tell what he Loves, and 
what he Hates. No one that Lives 
in che Love of any known Sin, can 
ſay that ever he hath Choſen God; 
mind it, any one Luſt indylged, 
will certainly confute this claim: 
For where Sin is Loved, there it 
Reigns, and where Sin Reigns, God 
is Diſowned: And can any one 


 Diſown: God, and yet ſay he hach 
Choſen God ? It cannot be. 


i Thirdly, It may be known by 
your Obedience: He that Chuſes 
God for his chief Good, Chules 


him for his only Lord, and that 
nece firily inferrs Obedience to him 


His 
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His Servants ye are whom ye obey, 


 -Rom. 6. 16. Many make their Boaſt 


of God, and Claim a Propriety in 
him, but whom do you obey ? Pray 
mind that; doth the - Fleſh bear 
ſway ? Doth Pride reign ? Do youth- 
ful Lnſts and Vanities command the 
Heart? Why then I tell yon, God 
was never the Object of your Choice; 
you may Profeſs him, and Talk of 
God, but you have never Choſen 
God for your God. It is not Pro- 
feſſion, but Affection and Action 
= muſt warrant our Fitle to 


Daura, Pfalm 119. 94. tells God, 
F am thine, Lord, lam thine. Ay, 
but how does he prove it? Why, 
ſays he, I have ſought thy. Precepts.. 
Pray mind, he does not only ſay, 
FE have kept thy Precepts, 1 
done them, but I have ſought them: 
Now to ſeek them is much more 
than barely to do them. It implies 

r 


n 


Firſt, 


have 
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Beef Choice. 
. Firſt, An earneſt Defire to know 
them, and that is a great Evidence 
of an upright Heart, and a ſincere 
Love to God, to be Inquiſitive into 

the. Will of God. RS 


K 
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0 Secondly, Kt implies an Affection 

, and Reſpect;. no Man ſeeks what 

: hz doth not Love: I have Reſpet 
(. ſays David) to all thy Command. 
ments. Wl 


Third, It implies a conſtant En-. 
deavour to Practice them; for the: 
end of ſeeking is keeping; we ſeek 
to know his Will, that we may do 
it; and therefore ſeeking and keep-- 
ing are put together. Pſalm 119... 
2. Blefſed are they that cep bis. 
Teftimonies, and that ſeek him with - 


* Fourthly, It implies earneſt De- 
ſires after higher Meafures of Grace, 
for the better ing of our Obedience; 
this is ſeeking. Now ſuch a ſeek - 
raps ian: 


WJ 
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ing is à fure Evidence of your chu- 
ſing of God. O therefore that I 
could prevail with Young Ones to 
come to the Trial in this Matter, 
whether ever you haye really choſen 
God or 1d Aud I tell you why 1 
urge it; for Three Realons. 


Firſt, Becauſe it is about the moſt 
concerning Caſe in the World; as 
Ir is the greateſt Daty in the World 
To ſeek after God, ſo it is the greateſt 
Priviledze 1a the World to know 
my Intereſt in God; therefore it is 
a Matter worth Inquiring into. 
What if all the World were thine? 

If God be not thine, you are un- 
done; and will you dot know whe- 
ther he be yours or no: 


1 


— 7 „ « 4 
i 


4 a" nn” „ 4 N 3 = "EY Dd 8 4 | 
„ Secondy, 1rge it betauſe of, the 
Treachery and Deceittulpeſs of ger 
Hearts; The Heart is Deceitful a- 

bove all things; (the ACNE ſays 
{) in Young Ones elpectally, and 
in nothine more than id, this 
Matter. How fandly and preſump- 


"= - tyoully 
4 
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tuouſly do many Boaſt of their Pro- 
priety in God, when alas, they 
have no manner of Intereſt in him ? 
It was the very Caſe of Laodicea, 
She thought her ſelf Rich, Increa- 
ſed in Goods, and that ſhe ftood in 
need of nothing, when at the ſame 
time ſhe needed all things, and 
was Wretched and Miſerable. 


b 
The Apoſtle ſays, If any Man 
V 
$ 


— hd — — &F_ 


think himſelf Something, when be is 
Nothing, be decerves bimſelf, and 

S | the Reaſon why many are thus De- 
. ceived, ts becauſe they truſt to their 
own flattering Opinion , and are 
not ſenſible: what a cheating Impo- 
4 ſtor they carry: in their own Bo- 
| ſoms. Pride and Self-loye will ne- 
ver believe any thing againſt Self, 

© and ſo it takes that for granted, 
y which; ought to be proved; and 
. ſhould we not Try in this Matter? 


Jurdly, A well grounded Evi- 
S || denceot our Intereſt in God, is that 
þ which will comfort us When —_— 

43 N 1 'G e 
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elſe in che World can; that 81 in a 
dying Hour; then is the time when 
all other Comforts will certainly fail, 
when a Man looks upon himſelf 35 
Launchiog into ahother World, 
and begins to conſider in Earneſt 
what fhall beconie of his Precious 
Soul; how terrifying muſt fach 
thoughts be to him that has no Evi- 
dence of his Iatereſt in God? No- 
thing but this catr ſupport the Soul 
at ſuch a time, It is this your chu- 
Ly, God that will Enabie you. to 
Triumph over Death, and the 


Grave, to ſay with the Apoſtle, 0- 


Death, where: as th Sting 9 0 
Grave, where-4s thy Viftory 2 It is 
true, natural Fears may be ſtrong, 
and the Thoughts of Diſſolution 


may ſnake us, but a welbgrounded 


Evidence of our Intereſt in God will 


l -p1 ny, hay dann 


What would one 
Iyes upon a D 
* of Hoye that Cod is his? 

. ou 


give whert he 


— , a... fee AW cond M00 6 


mg Bed, for one good 
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Why nc now is : the time to drin is 
Matter to a good Iſſue: Now is 
your time; and therefore it is higlx 


IH Neceſſary. you ſhould put this 


Matter npon Trial, whether God 
2 or no. So much for that 
e 


The next Ute welke by Way of 
Counſel and Exhortation, and 1 
would ſpeak to it in two Branches, | 


Firſt, To ſuch of you, Vine 
Ones, that have never yet choſen 
God; that have never remembred 
God in the Days c of your Choice. 


b. And then to them that have a8 
FHrſt, To thoſe Ti Ones that. 

never as yet have choſen God | 

theirs, but have lived without G 

in the World to this Day : 


{iy to you as Bt 5 
2 14s F 
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CCC 
- chuſe Judgment is to chuſe judici- 
ouſly,” with mature deliberation ; 


chuſing Days. When 


that is the way to know what is 
good. The reaſon why, ſo many 
put Darkneſs for Light, and Light 


for Darkneſs, . Bitter for Sweet, 


and Sweet for Bitter, it is for want 
of chuſing in Judgment , and fo 
knowing what they chuſe. Now 
my Meſſage to you this Day is, to 


diſcharge this Duty; you Young 
Ones, God hath ſent me this Day | 
to ſpeak to ou; you that have yet 


ſeen but the Third Hour of the Day, 
J am ſent this Day to you, you are 


called in the Name of the Cod that 
made you, and put Breath into 


your. Noſtrils; in the Name of the 
Lord Cariſt, who ſhed his Blood to 


redeem you from Sin and Hell: In 


his Name I now ſpeak; this Call is 


from him, and the Buſineſs you are 


called to, is to be ſo kind to your 
own Souls, as to take God in Chriſt 
from this Diy for your Gad; re- 
member to chuſe God ngw in your 
ou chuſeſt a 

_ Calling, 


LH 
ww 4 


* 


Beſi Choice. 13! 7 


Calling, by which- to maintain th) 
ſelf; when thou chuſeſt a Wife, 
with whom to ſpend thy Days, O 
then be ſure above all cſi, chuſe 
God to be thy God. 7575 


1 wake multiply Motives to preſs | 
4 Duty upon ous 8 * a few. - 


Eirft, Your giving your ſelves 
to God, it is but a paying a Debt, 
iat Bebt; what Paul ſays of Phi- 


lemon, God. may ſay much more to 


us, Tho# oweft to me even thy. oron 


ſelf - For whence came you? 


Where had you your ſelves, but 
from him, the Original of all Being ? 
Therefore tis but Juſtice to let God 
have his.own. God; gave you your 


ſelves, but let me tell you, he did not 
give youa Propriety in your ſelves; 


that is a Right God cannot part 
with; therefore you are not your 
own, 110 can you be: God gave 
you a Life, he gave you a Soul, he 
gave you * aderſtanding, he gave 
Jou a Will, 0 gave you a Con- 

„ ſcience, | 
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ſcience, he gave you Affections, 
he gave all things, but for what 
intent? Not to eſtabliſh a Domini- 
on in your own Perſons, but only a 
Stewardſhip,and a courſe of Service; 
you are not Lords of your own Lives, 
but Keepers of them for God;there- 


fore fays the Apoſtle, If we livg 


weare to live to the Lord, for no 
Man lives to himſellf. 


- Secondly, Comfider how freely 
God offers himſelf to be yours; the 
Arms of his Mercy they are opened 

to embrace you, and he is ready to 
forgive and forget all. that is paſt; 
whatever thy Sins are, or have 
been: He calls Heaven and Earth to 
record, that if you miſcarry, the 
blame is not in kim; yon hate his 
Oath, that he takes no Pleuſurę in 
the Death of 4 Sinner; and there- 
fore he calls fo earneſtly, Tarn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die? Nom pray, 
what anſwer can yon make, if ſhch 
- Tenders of God, and fach Bowels 

of Love, ſhould be ungratefnlly 


* 
. 


Thirdly, 


„ ants Hd was © gy. 
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Thrrdly, Confider the Defign of 
Chriſt ; The great Deſign of Chriſt, 
in what be hath done, and - what he 
is doing; he hath ſtood in your ſtead 
to bear the Wrath of God, which 
you and I maſt elſe have born for 


ever. | 


s Suppoſe you heard Chriſt ſaying 


to you, Soul, why ( thinkeſt thou) 


did I take up thy Nature? Why 
was you charged upon me ? Why 
was I numbrad amongft the Tranſ- 
grefſors ? Why was 1 made « Man 
of Sorrows ? Why was my Hands 


-nailed, my Side pierced, my Head 


crowned with Thorns 7 Why was 
my | deareſt Blood poured out > 
What eanſt thou conceive fhould. 
move me to undergo the bitter, the 
accurſed Death of the Croſs, if not 
to fave thee from thy Sins, and. 
bring thee to God ? And haſt thou 
no need of a Chriſt now, and of his 
Righteouſneſs? Why, ſays he, Lam 


ready at thy Call, ſpeak and tell 


me what thou wanteſt: Lam now 
| | i 


— 


I, 


in Heaven, at my Father's Right 
Hand ready to relieve thee; ask 
what thou wilt, I will preſent thy 
Prayers to my Father, prefumed 
with my Righteouſneſs, and they 
mall all be granted. O what En- 
coutagement ſhould this be to come 
to Chriſt ! Go thy way, Young 


140 


One, take thy Life in thy Hand, as 


once Eftber did; preſent thy Peti- 
tion, and ſay with her, If I nd fa- 
Vour in thine Eyes, let my Life be 
gruen at ny requeſt: Let my Soul 


live by a Saying Intereſt in God. 
| Fourthly, Confider what Joy thy 


chuſing of, and cloſing: with God 
betimes, will cauſe in Heaven: .I 
tell you, there is not the Youngeſt, 
the Meaneſt of you, but you may 
help to fill all the Angels in Hea- 
ven with Joy. How is that? Why, 
take God for your God, and it will 
be ſo. O how theſe Noble Crea- 
tures triumph to ſee the leaſt increaſe 
of Chriſt's Kingdom! If there be 
but one Lamb, one Young One in 


a 


bt (all this Aſſembly added to the Flock 
K Jof Chriſt this Day, all the Angels in 
hy Heaven will rejoice, Ay, all the A- 
ed ects in Heaven; nay, it will ble 
n- | CGriſt's Heart: For as the Bride- 
1 groom rejoices over bis Bride, ſo 
1g thy God rejoice over thee, Ia. 
: 62. 5. | 


the meaſure of thy Life is; thou 
mayeſt think to live many Years, - 
and yet may it die ſoon: How ma- 

Iny have you gone after to the Grave, 
y that came after you into the World? 
> Jh ſays, (ſpeaking, of the Sinner) 
1 | The number of his Months are cut 
t, [Hin the midſt, Job 21. 21. It is 
y not only a Deſcription of Death, 
4. but of Early Death; an immature 
y, Death is the cutting oft. qur Months 
il} in the midſt; this 1s that David de- 
1- Þ| precates, Take me not atoqy in the 
ſe ¶ midft of my Days: As our Times 
e are in God's Hand in regard of the 
in event of them, ſo they are in regard 

* 0 


Fifibly, Confider how uncertain 
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of the length of them; either God , 
may not give thee rime to grow 
old, or not a heart to repent Fond 

| thou art old: When ſo * offers 
of Grace are refuſ many . 
motions of the 2 refiſte by Nl: 
thee, I tell thee thy heart is in great 1 
danger of being for-ever hardned. 


How many Young Ones are now 
awake, and that for ever, in Endleſs t 
EY Flames that would never open their : 
Eyes to ſee their danger till ey A 
came thither ? 


1 
e 
1 27 an ee, word, 2 ö 

58.9 ore ots can feel the 

Torac, bel rate them away, as 1 

with a * both i, and 

in hit Wrath. |; 
t 
] 
! 
] 
3 


L Before Pere can feel 1 

1 ns por is cafe you 
have any real Sznce of | your danger. 
To what ſhall I compare the Miſe- 
ries of T oung Ones, that are taken 
* often in the midſt We 
eir 
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their Pleaſure, before ever they 
thought of Death ? It is a thing ſad. 
beyond compariſon, beyond all ex- 
preflion : Have you then, Lung 
Jones, no pity for your Souls? Or 
do you reſolve not to prepare for 
the Trial, till the Aſſizes come, and 
the Judge fits on the Bench? 


ow || If we had a certain knowledge 
ef from Heaven, that this was the 
eir laſt Sermon we ſhould ever hear, 
ey that this was the Laſt Call to Re- 
member our Creator that God would 
ever allow us, that we ſhould be in 
another World before another Day 
comes about, with how many 
Tears ſhould we bewail our Folly 
of neglecting God? And how ſhould 
we rend the Heaven with Cries, that 
Iod would own us, and help us 
ze o own him; and that he would re- 
prieve us a little longer, that we 


r. night make ſure of an Intereſt in 
en % more ? And why ſhould we 


111 not do ſo now, ſeeing we now 


IM 


144 


not the day nor hour when the Son of 
Man will comes 


The Lord / awaken Young Ones 
( for none elſe can awaken them) 
and perſwade them to ſeek after 
God betimes: O that you would 
be perſwaded to this! He is the 
moſt Eligible Object in the World; 
they that have choſen him will tell 
you ſo, they have found him ſo; 
you will never have cauſe to repent 
of your Choice; you may have cauſe 
to repent of other Choices. None 
ever made a carnal Choice, but he 
repented firſt or laſt ; either here, 
with a godly Sorrow, 'whilſt Mat- 
- ters were capable of retrieving; or 
in Eternal Miſery, where ' there. is 
Repentance without returning: 
But who ever repented of chuſing 


God? Name that eyer did: 0 
once curſed the Day of bis Birth, but 


' who ever curſed the Day of his New 


Birth? Who ever repented of his 
cloſing with Chriſt, or of his being 
ſanctified and made like Godꝰ 
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When Death comes, then the 


cry begins amongſt Carnal Sinners; 
Ho have I hated Inſtruction! Ho 
have I forgotten God and my Eter- 
_ _— How nw I regarded 
ing Vanities, to the for S = 
— Merces ! nes 2 
orld! How hath it Aokived and and 
undone me ! This will be your cry 
when you come te a Sick Bed. Now 
did you ever hear any one ſay, 1 
have choſen God, but God hath de- 
ceired me? L have ventured my Soul 
upon the Lord Chriſt for Pardon; 
for Righteouſneſs, and Chriſt: hath 
deceived me? I havechoſen the Way 
of Holineſs, and that hath . 
and miſled me? Did you ever hear 


ſuch a Complaint? Way: nor Never 


ſhall. 
Ariſe theo, Young Ones; in the 
Name of the Lord, I ſay to thee, 
ariſe, and ſhake your ſeltes from the 
Duſt and Vanities of Youth, be- 
take your ſelves out of hand to God 
in Chriſt, make Religion your Buſi- 
nels, whatever you do, for the 
$ H © 1 


1s ' Thelouths 
Eord s fake ; this will make you a 
Bleiſiag in your Generation. 
Truly, let me tell you, the Days 
- we Iive in, calls aloud upon you 
Youth; in this Matter; we are in 
dec lining times, ſad times, for Re- 
ligion it loſes ground apace in this 
Age; and if God do not ſtir up the 
Young Generation to keep up Reli- 
gion, I tell you it will be quite loſt 
in the next. O therefore, that you 
would reſolve to devote yaur ſelves 
heartily and betimes to the Lord 
Never think it too ſoon to ſeek him, 
nor too long to ſerve him: You 
will not count a whole Eternity too 
tor your on 'Happinefs, do 
not therefore cent your whole 
Life too much for God's Service. 
I had thought to have laid down 
ſome Directions for your guidance 
and help in this great Duty of chv- 
ang God, I will but name Five or 


Ti.rſt, Labour for a deep Sence of 
your Natural State; this. furthers 
the_ Work, No Man comes to 

Ek 1 Chriſt 
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| a Chriſt till be is s weary and beavy-la- 
den; and that no one is, or can be, 
till a Sence of Sin, and of his: Ws 
ral State, makes him ſo . 
| .- Secondly, - Another ſhiould have 
been this : Whenever; the, Spirit of. 
the Lord ſtrives with you, carry it 
becomingly to him, eſpeciall y in 
TO Things: 
Labour to khow hi striring Sea 
55 fons: And, | 
Labour to. cheriſh all his Nou · 
on. Then. 9 4 

-: Thirdly, I would have ſaid, Do- 
not vero — and Blood — 5 
one nor give ear co E 
geſtions of Satan on the other, fer 
he * draw you from God. x 

Forrtbly, Do not put off this 
Work of chuſing God from time to 
time, but reſolve to ſet upon it 
now without any more delay. And; 
' 'Fifehly, Beſure ſnun che Conver⸗ 

ſation of ſuch 38 Deride and Scoff 
of | at ſerious Godlineſs, and ſuch as de- . 
rs ny all er r e it will be 
o & r the 
ſt 
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the: Undoing of your Souts aſe: 
And then I would have ſaid, _ 
© Taftly; Beg the renewing Grace 
of God to carry on all. Fear and 
Stiame may conceal a Sinner, Mo- 
raliey may varniſh him, but it is only 
renewing Grace can change him, 
F and'bring him to chuſe God for 
dm God, 0 
And then I: would have ſpoken 
* to N e 8 
to you 
| have en "God in. oor Ear 
ys. TI am perſwaded to 
many ſuch this Day; many Young 
Ones, bot e rr at 
chain Time. Wr, 
| % Hleſs God: 0 bleſs him, 
8 magrifie his Grace, who hath coun- 
ſilled and inclined your Hearts to 
this! When David had choſen God 
' for his Portion, he pr cries 
out; [Þwrll! — * Lari, cuba bat h 
given me P/al. 15. 7. iQ 
Sirs! What a bleſſed! hing is it to 
be an early Convert, to be an early. 
Chriſtian ! [ris not only Matter of 
Comfort 
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Comfort to you, but I tell you, it 

is a Comfort to your poor Mini- 
ſters. rect do. they Rejoice when + 
they can beget one 3001.80 to Chriſt? - 

What fays Paul to the Philippians, 

to whom God had bleſſed his Mini- 

ſtry, in their Converſion? Te are 

our Crown and our Joy, Phil. 4. - 

And again to them, 1 Ih, 2. r 

Ye are our Glory, and our Jo; 

bleſs God that bleſſeth us t R 

in any eie of you to Chriſt. 

O thzt every Young One in this-- 
Place were of this Number ! You - 
—__ N 4 that 855 has ſome 
to keep up Religion when we ars 
Dead and Gone. 8 

Lou are a Omtort 1 Ike ewiſe to 5 
your Godly Parents, that can in you 
Tee the Return of many Prayers = 
and that they. can now Die wit 
Comfort, becauſe” ey leave you + 4 
their Children, ro Walk in the 3 - | 
of your Fathers, and fo Honor. 
when they are gone to Heaven. 
it isa bleſſed Sight to ſee. Toung 
nan Walk wich ag Therefore. - 
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blelſs God = inclining your Hearts 
to this, ang you have. A; -Day 10 | 


Ihe bo Oo. », 
Second „ L. itbe your Care to 
reuey your Choice of God every 


Day; renew your Choice of God 
daily; and alſo the Dedication of 


. Your ſelves vafo God; 55. firſt 
Hats: IS not. Greta though 


i may. be Sine ere ; cherefare it muſt 
'be re e peated Acts: 
We ſhould be By LIE our 
Choice 91. the rd, and {hould 
think it not. enough to be the Lord's, 
but we mould. ab nr, to be more 

ge Lord's; 55 for.. 2, zme tell, you, 

78 ny canno be S ours, 
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thoſe 5 for th their God; your 
f 5 . gh, let your. carriage be 
dofcheräble. My ſhort, if you, have 
.- Indeed choſen God, ye have gi- 
Len ub your ſelves to him, make it 
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8 appcar, let it be known, prove it 4 
o dy all Acts proper to ſuch a "Privia = 
| ledge. How is that? Sy daily Put- "0 
0 ting off the Od Man, and Putting 

y on Ihe Net; H Pying mort to Sin, | 
d | and Living more to. gbtcouſneſs, 
f giving up your. ſeldes to the Condutt 'Y 
fs and Leadings: of the Spirit, to be 1 
ch. guided by bim in alt his Motions, 

| making the Word of God the whole 

8: Rule o your Lives, Jabouritig 1 in all 

Ir things to Walk worthy of God, who- 

Id hath called you to bis Kingdom and 


n 


85 Glory, and in ſo doing you will have 

re a ſufe evidence. that vou have obey; 
v, ed this Car of God in. the Teen, 2 
„ | wenber 11 ON Creator inghe D Days 
ne | of thy Thorce® ©. 

W- 141 „ reached a wan, ae. che 
ßes - firſt, 1699. Fog, 
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